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STAND & SOCIAL JUSTICE  

On the  12th to 21st of 

April a group of 15 Georgians 

went on a nice trip to the UK.  

The reason for their travel was 

a very interesting and useful 

youth exchange organized in 

Scotland, by “Stand Interna-

tional”, the top of which was 

social enterprise.  Social En-

terprise is a particularly inter-

esting topic for the participant 

countries of Georgia, Ukraine 

and Belarus, because it is not yet popu-

lar in those places.     

The way from Georgia to Edin-

burgh was a bit long but very interesting 

and full of adventures, on the way par-

ticipants had time to visit London  for a 

sightseeing  tour.  An amazing Georgian 

family who has lived in London for 9 

years helped the group during their tour.  

When Georgians arrived to Larbert, they 

stayed at the old and beautiful Scottish 

Scout hostel,  which is exactly between 

Edinburgh and Glasgow.  The sun was 

shining and 

e v e r y t h i n g 

looked like a 

dream and 

whole project 

went exactly 

l i k e  a s 

planned.  Dur-

ing the project 

pa r ti c ipa nt s 

were  working 

on the main 

topic, they had visits to charity shops to 

see everything in the practice, they also 

visited the municipality of the Stirling-

shire and got information about their cur-

rent and future projects. 

During the project there were a lot 

of unforgettable moments, national eve-

nings, and new friends.  The best mem-

ory was the Scottish Dance workshop.  

We want to thank the project organizers, 

Alan and Garry, and every participant of 

the project. 
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 From April 15th to April 23th the Youth in Ac-

tion Project Healthy, Wealthy, Eco Friendly took place 

in Rustavi's Scout house.  This project was organized 

by Georgian Youth for Europe as a hosting organiza-

tion in cooperation with the sending organizations: 

RPO "Belarusian Association of UNESCO Clubs" 

(Belarus), Youth for City – City for Youth (Latvia), 

and Eurocircle (France).  

 From the title, one can guess the project's aim: 

to make youngsters aware of the recent hot topic of 

environmental problems.  There were four main topics 

which were stressed during "indoor time": Climate 

Change, Water Resources, Personal Hygiene and Envi-

ronmental Sanitation. 

 Activities regarding climate change focused on 

the basic facts concerning energy consumption with 

objective of initiating individual responsible behavior.  

There was also conversation about this time concerning 

"Climate Refugees" in order to illustrate that many peo-

ple (especially poor ones) are already suffering harshly 

from the effects of climate change.  In the Personal Hy-

giene section participants discussed hygiene and its 

connection to the environment by learning how to make 

homemade soap and detergents.  Lastly, the Environ-

mental Sanitation part focused on 

wastes management and how to re-

duce it through recycling. 

 The methods of learning 

were basically creative tools and in-

teractive, playful activities.  Leaders 

used a lot of energizers and games before, during, and 

after workshops. To turn the concept of healthy living 

into a reality, one day was dedicated to hiking in Khaz-

begi.  There were some weather-related and technical 

difficulties which made the trip even more memorable 

for the participants and is quite an effective team build-

ing tool. 

 Every participating country had one evening to 

present their culture.  The concept of these evenings 

was related to the four elements of nature: earth, water, 

air and fire.  AND, since 

April 22nd was Earth Day, 

we naturally had to cele-

brate it together. For more 

on that event, turn to page 

3.  

HEALTHY, WEALTHY, ECO FRIENDLY 
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EARTH DAY 
 One day of project Healthy, 

Wealthy, Eco friendly was dedicated to 

International Earth Day which has 

been recognized every April 22nd 

since 1970.   

 During this ecological interna-

tional project, hosted by GYE, participants from different countries like France, Latvia, Belarus and Georgia celebrated 

International Earth Day.  Everything happened in the Rustavi Scout Center.  One of our tasks during the exchange was 

to plan different workshops about healthy and eco-friendly ways of life for Earth Day and to transfer skills that we gain 

during our stay to local youth.  

 At the beginning we showed a short video about our activities, played some games and learned tongue twisters 

from each country.  We shared our cultures in one sentence, in a room decorated with our own recycled art, after the in-

troduction all the participants moved from workshop to workshop where there entry tickets were stamped in order to 

monitor who went where.  

 The first workshop was about environmental sanitation and focused on reducing, 

reusing, and recycling.  Participants had the possibility to try to make some product using 

plastic bottles, tin canes, make some jewelry from cork and their creativity.  During this 

workshop they worked while watching a video about pollution. 

 The next topic was climate change; activities focused on realizing how huge im-

pact that human beings have on the environment.  One activity allowed us to visualize our 

carbon footprints by counting our actual foot steps.  That workshop also showed that hu-

man beings still have the potential to lessen their footprint by changing our daily behav-

iors.  People also had the possibility to express their opinion about climate change on cam-

era. 

 In another workshop, participants learned about the scarcity of water recourses 

globally by watching a factual video and discussing it afterwards.  After the discussion, 

participants tried to find correct answers to a group quiz. 

The last workshop had the largest attendance-everyone was able to make their own soap and shower gel!  Every-

one made their own product to take home based on the recipes that the Latvian team shared with everyone.  The sweet 

smell of the handmade products and smile on participant's faces was undeniable. 

The project had quite a happy ending as all participants received certificates once they completed every work-

shop, signifying their acquisition of knowledge.  Of course, we were happy to eat snacks, get to know one another, and 

continue our private discussions about environment. 

 Thanks to all the people who helped and attended :) 
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 A Bilateral Outdoor Youth 

Exchange Project was held in Rus-

tavi, at International Scout Centre 

Rustavi" from the 14th to the 18th 

of April 2014 and was funded by 

the Danish National Agency of 

Youth in Action Program.  The pro-

ject gathered 30 young participants 

from Denmark and Georgia to be-

come more familiar with the fact 

that sport makes a significant con-

tribution to our well-being, helps us develop personality, and expand the local economy. 

 Through this exchange we wanted to use sport and outdoor education as a tool for improv-

ing our youth’s quality of life by giving them the knowledge and tools that will help them increase 

their motivation, self-development, and self-reliance, as sport has the power to mobilize the 

masses the way that no other activities 

does.  By combining fun and physical 

challenges we wanted to encourage 

young people to participate in sports in 

order to promote social interaction and 

well-being. 

COMING TOGETHER IS THE BEGINNING. 

STAYING TOGETHER IS PROGRESS. WORKING 

TOGETHER IS SUCCESS.  
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OPEN YOUR EYES RUSTAVI 

 Are you keen on Photography? Do you want to see your home-

town in a different light? Or maybe you just would like to document your 

neighbour’s new yard or balcony installation? 

Why don’t you join our creative initiative? 

 “OPEN YOUR EYES Rustavi!” is a GYE photographical project 

that aims at making the spontaneous and creative forms and installations 

present in urban space of Rustavi more visible and interesting for the in-

habitants of the city. 

 The idea is that not 

only the architects and urban 

planners are responsible for the 

visual image of the city. We 

want to highlight in the project 

that Rustavi is also a place created by its inhabitants, so it is important to 

show how they transform their living area and how they imprint they indi-

viduality on the city.  

 We often overlook the changes that inhabitants make to their sur-

roundings, not only because they are not so spectacular as those done by 

professionals, but also due to the fact that they often resemble the forms 

from soviet times or reflect the “provincial” identity of Rustavi residents. 

In order to make this phenomena of inhabitants’ innovative inventions in a 

public space more visible we would like to ask Rustavians to use cameras 

to document these forms of expression.  

 The process of choosing the adequate realizations will enable par-

ticipants of the project to look at Rustavi from a totally different perspec-

tive – as the space is full of crea-

tive potential that is often used by 

its inhabitants to make their living 

surroundings friendlier and more 

comfortable.    

 Selected photographs will 

be presented on 10th of June dur-

ing the exhibition in Rustavi 

Museum. Exhibition starts at 

16.00. 
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 Starting on May 1st will be missing another 

GYE EVS volunteer.  Our lovely, wise, experienced and 

brave Jana who is ready to help at anytime.  She went 

back to her homeland, Slovakia, where she will continue 

to work at a local NGO.  We wish her the best and want 

to thank her for everything she did at GYE.  

 She was teaching English for teachers at the Dis-

ability Center in Rustavi and English for beginners at 

the GYE office.  But don't worry, these clubs are con-

tinuing with new leaders: Anna, Christine, and Edita. 

 Jana, good luck and greetings from Georgia. We 

think of you often! You can read her "Goodbye post" on the EVS Rustavi blog. 

JANA END AND BEGINNING 

NEW EVS AND FRENCH 

COURSE 

 At this point in 

the year, some nice 

things are ending, but 

others have just begun!  

Starting on April 1st, GYE will host two long-term EVS volun-

teers from France: Marine and Licenia.  There are staying in 

Georgia for six months and will, therefore, leave in September 

with the other EVS volunteers who began last October.  Both, 

Marine and Licenia, enrich the GYE team with their skill and 

experience.  

 Twice a week, Tuesday and Thursday at 4:00 pm for one hour, the French volunteers lead French 

lessons.  Participants seem motivated and interested.  When the club began there were 12 participants, but 

now there are less-let's hope it's because it's exam time!   So far, students have learned numbers, colors, 

the days of the week, the months, the vocabulary of the body and of the family, how to present them-

selves, how to conjugate verbs and how to tell time. 

 Although it is the first time for Licenia and Marine to teach, it has been enjoyable for them as well 

http://evsrustavi.blogspot.com/
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 This month's chosen participant is Giorgi Bardzi-

mashvili. He is twenty and living in Rustavi. He is currently 

studying second course at Tbilisi State University, pursuing 

his goal of becoming an Ecologist.  Giorgi is very active dur-

ing conversation club; we continue to notice improvements 

in his level of English.  He seems fascinated with meeting 

new people and gaining experience in all aspects of life.  His 

hobbies outside of this club include joining many student ac-

tivities such as 'Blood Donor Day' and participating in activi-

ties that aim to protect the rights of ethnic minorities.  He 

also enjoys photographing nature. 

 We hope you will continue to be so keen on doing 

what you like to do ;) 

GYE MEMBER OF THE 

MONTH AWARD 

as for their participants.  So far, the French EVS volunteers 

have realized three things: 1) it's difficult to teach French, 2) 

it's difficult to learn French, and 3) Georgians have cute 

French accents.   

 Each week some of the participants become stronger 

in French, which has been rewarding for their teachers. 

 Although there are a few participants who don't seem to 

study outside of class, the group is generally very good. 

 Marine and Licenia are doing their best to help their students 

learn to communicate in French in a very short amount of 

time.  Au revoir et à bientôt…  

FRENCH COURSE ( CONT IN UING)  



Georgian Youth for Europe 

Rustavi 3700 Georgia 

georgianyouth@gmail.com 

www.gye.ge 

Facebook  

EVS Rustavi Blog 

Youtube 

Bulldozer Editors-December 

2013-September 2014: 

Christine Robinson and  

Eva Čajková 

 Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established on the 25th 

of December 2006.  The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli Region of Eastern 

Georgia. 

 GYE promotes learning through peer-education training and workshops on art and management; 

healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles 

by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public aware-

ness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environ-

mental problems. 

ASSOCIATION “GEORGIAN YOUTH FOR EUROPE” 
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http://www.gye.ge
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Georgian-Youth-for-Europe/147841938614125
http://evsrustavi.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/GeorgianYouthEurope?feature=watch

