
 

 Over the next 

three months, GYE will 

host a leadership training 

course every Saturday 
and Sunday.  The main 

aim of the course is to 

prepare young leaders 

and train them in different 

topics related to non-

formal and outdoor educa-

tion.  This course will last 

8 weeks, from the 15th of 

February to the 6th of 

April 2014.  The following 
topics will be covered:  

Project Management, in-

cluding practical exercises 

such as a small project 

writing competition; Em-

ployment Readiness, such 

as CV and motivation let-

ter writing; leadership and 

team work; Human 
Rights; and Outdoor Edu-

cation, which includes 

First Aid, camp organiza-

tion, hiking, and survival 

skills.  Although the 
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Young Leaders will learn 

the theory behind all of 

the aforementioned top-

ics, they will actually get 
to use those skills during 

the course of the seminar.    

 At the end of the 

YLC, GYE will have a 

closing ceremony where 

the young leaders will 

compete to have their pro-

jects funded.    The top 

three projects will be 

funded and young leaders 
will have the chance to 

implement their projects in 

Rustavi. 

 In February, GYE 

organized 3, weekend 

meetings with the young 

leaders.  So far, the par-

ticipants have been 

trained in project manage-

ment, brainstorming and 

developing small commu-

nity projects for other Rus-

tavi Youth.  Participants 

presented several inter-

esting ideas which will be 

implemented during the 

months of March and 

April.  Additionally, Achiko 

Pholadashvili, GYE’s 

Short Term EVS Coordi-

nator lead a session on 

leadership and teamwork, 

while GYE’s Peace Corp’s 

volunteer, Christine Rob-

inson, offered the young 

leaders received detailed 

information about effective 

motivational letter and 

curriculum vitae writing. 

 The GYE team 

awaits the creative pro-

jects that the Young Lead-

ers will implement over 

the next few months.     
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Peace Corps Training Course at Bazaleti  

Above: Achiko and 

Christine discussing 

fundraising methods 

with  other Georgian 

NGO workers and 

Peace Corps Volun-

teers.  

 Peace Corps 

Georgia very often organ-

izes training courses (TC) 

for Georgian schools and 

organizations that host PC 

volunteers.  These 

courses are designed to 

train TC participants in a 

variety of important topics, 

which will not only help 

them organize their work, 

but also use strategies 

and plans to work more 

efficiently. 

 At the end of Feb-

ruary, Christine Robinson 

and Archili Pholadashvili 

attended one such TC at 

Bazaleti. 

 For two days,  

participants gained knowl-

edge about how to make 

organizational strategic 

plans, create advocacy 

campaigns, and imple-

ment an effective fund-

raising event. 

 This TC was very 

productive, as Christine 

and Archi brought a lot of 

ideas back from Bazaleti 

that  they have already 

been able to use in GYE’s 

Young Leaders  Course. 

Below: Achiko 

and Christine 

designing this 

year’s fundraising 

activity.  
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Human Rights Club: HIV Workshop 
As part of our Human Rights and 
Equality Club, which is taking 
place every Thursday at 5.30pm 
in the GYE office, we had a spe-
cial session about HIV/AIDS le-
ad by two SIQA representatives, 
Marí Goguadze and Mari Gam-
saxurdia.  
 SIQA is the coordinating 
organisation of a campaign 
about Free Testing and provi-
ding information about HIV/AIDS 
in Kvemo Kartli to rise aware-
ness about it as the number of 
Georgian HIV-positive people 
HIV is increasing. GYE decided 
to cooperate in this campaign 
and we invited SIQA volunt to 
carry a workshop and some tes-
ting for members, volunteers 
and any people interested in. 
 We had around 15 parti-
cipants who learnt what is HIV 

and AIDS, and about the diffe-
rences between the two. We al-
so learnt how to prevent us from 
getting this disease and we mo-
ved beyond all the prejudices 
and stereotypes about HIV/AIDS 
and people who are HIV+ or 
have AIDS. 
 Edita and Ioseba, lea-
ders of the Human Rights and 
Equality Club in GYE, also made 
two short presentations about 
their respective countries, Lit-
huania and Spain. We could 
compare the situation in those 
countries, the European Union 
and Georgia. Regarding the sta-
tistics they presented, while in 
the most of the countries in the 
European Union the number of 
new HIV infections is 
decreasing, Georgia 
is suffering from an 

increasing number of HIV+ 
people due to many reasons. 
 After the presentation, 
all the participants had the op-
portunity to get a free and ano-
nymous test. It is a very easy 
and painless test whose result 
is ready in about 10 minutes. 
 To be aware of what is 
HIV and AIDS and how to pre-
vent it is a very important issue 
for Georgia. If you would like to 
have more information about 
that contact GYE or SIQA vo-
lunteers and staff. If you would 
like to have a free and anony-
mous test, you should go to 
SIQA office any Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

 

New office full of people interested 

in this topic 
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Volunteerism Fair 
The Volunteerism Fair is an annual event in Tbilisi and Batumi hosting over 25 local, non-

governmental organizations which attracted over 200 service-oriented Georgian 

youth. Organizations had the chance to recruit 

volunteers and also educated community 

members about their services, while students 

found volunteer opportunities that matched 

their interests and career goals. 

 This year GYE representatives Christine Rob-

inson and Archili Pholadashvili attended the 

event which was organized by Peace Corps of 

Georgia and Helping Hands at Tbilisi Marriott. 

 During the project they took part in several 

very interesting and useful workshops regard-

ing volunteer recruitment and management. 

 The were also able to share best practices. 

After morning sessions, it came time for the NGO Cafe, where the organizations present repre-

sented themselves to the youngsters who were interested in becoming volunteers in the or-

ganizations. Guests were offered various volunteering opportunities by organizations working 

in many different spheres, but GYE, as an active youth organization, was in the lime light for 

the youth in attendance, as many were extremely interested in the international and local ac-

tivities of this organization. 



Valley of Happiness 
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Salome and Irakli representing 

GYE  in Yerevan 

30 people from 10 differ-

ent countries gathered 

together for a training 

course in Aghveran, Ar-

menia.  Our EVS Coordi-

nator- Salome Gvelesiani 

and GYE member- Irakli 

Antidze– were among the 

attendees.  The idea of 

this project “Valley of Hap-

piness” was the outcome 

of several years of experi-

ences gained through col-

laboration with different 

communities of the world 

ecology, environments, 

intercultural communica-

tion and eco-communities.  

This TC on Eco-villages 

aimed to bring together 

knowledge, ideas, and ex-

periences about eco-

communities, eco-

technologies and eco-

building in one shared space.  

The hope was that later the 

attendees would become an 

international platform of eco-

communities, working together 

to achieve common goals in 

the mentioned fields, on local, 

regional and international 

levels.  Together with the 

main theme of the eco-

villages and eco-

technology, people reflected 

on the ideas of worldwide 

peace, tolerance, human 

rights with an environmental 

point of view.  Another focus 

was the individual,  which 

we learned, is the seed of 

any social organization: un-

derstanding the deep es-

sence of modern humanity 

is the key to the creation of 

a successful eco-community 

project.  
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botn in Alta which are the 

northern parts of Norway. 

One day we were in one 

school in Alta to get know 

with Sápmi people and their 

traditions because in that day 

was some feast of Sápmi 

people. After the feast we 

were invited in their kitchen 

where we ate soup made by 

Reindeer meat. Next day we 

went up to the mountain near 

the campsite, distance was 4 

kilometer approximately. It 

was really picturesque view 

from there because our camp 

was next to Atlantic ocean 

and from the top of mountain 

we saw all that gorge where 

  In this exchange were 

participating following coun-

tries: Georgia, Belarus, Ger-

many, Armenia, Moldova, 

Norway, Slovenia. Main aim 

and objectives of that project 

were cultural understanding 

and broadening view. Sport 

and outdoor activities like ski-

ing, snowball fighting, castle 

building with snow, for the 

development of youngsters. 

Learning through debates 

about the human rights and 

other topics that the young-

sters are concerned in daily 

life. We saw the nature of 

north Norway because our 

campsite was in Langfjord-

we living. We went up to 

there with ski-doo and it was 

also great experience what 

we got from Norway. On last 

day we were in the Husky 

farm, that day was awesome 

because we drove with a 

Husky sledge and it was 

amazing to spent even a little 

time with these lovely dogs. 

Then we set a fire in the 

snow and cook some sau-

sages which was also great. 

Next day’s evening we de-

part from campsite and went 

to airport which were the last 

hours being together. Few 

hours later we separated 

each other with tears be-

cause of our flights but we 

are still friends. 

Norway Exchange 

Norway Team with Erekle 

Khvedelidze from GYE 

Below:  Aurora Borealis   



Above: Vazha Kurtanadeze  

Ioseba’s Next Steps 

GYE Member of the Month Award! 

 Our First Spanish EVS volun-

teer left this month, after an incredible 

service in Georgia, to work for the 

United Nations Development Pro-
gramme.  Ioseeba’s contributions to 

GYE and  to Rustavi’s Youth through 

informative  Human Rights Discus-

sions and Spanish Language 

Courses will not be forgotten.  Good 

luck in Colombia!  Your new col-

you [Vazha] for your positive atti-

tude, happy face, and always 

good mood.  Don’t give up and 

keep learning!” 

 Vazha is 14 years old and 

attends Rustavi Public School 
Number 22.  His hobbies are 

swimming and riding bikes and his 

favorite sport is boxing.  When 

asked to describe why he is so 

motivated Vazha responded, “ I 

came to GYE to know English 

Language because it is very im-

portant in communicating with for-

eigners.”  

 The GYE team would like 

to officially congratulate you on 
your hard work and dedica-

tion.  Because of your focus, your 

English is improving more and 

more each week.  We expect 

 Jana Dadova has nomi-

nated Vazha Kurtanadze as the 

GYE Memember of the Month.  

Vazha has excellent atten-
dance, does his homework, and 

participates fully in every class.   

 Vazha is a very clever 

guy who has attended English 

Club for beginners regurlary 

since the beginning.  He is the 

only one who has no English 

Classes at school, and despite 

the fact that it has been more 

difficult for him to catch up at 

times, he always does his best.  
As he is the only man in the 

club, he has done very well in 

getting all with all the ladies sur-

rounding him. 

 Jana Dadova, his Eng-

lish teacher, nominated Vazha 

and said, “I would like to thank 

 With the involvement of GYE local and international 

volunteers, the old part of the office, now looks totally new.   

 We have painted the walls with a nicer and brighter 

color.  Our members, Giorgi Kopadze, Nini Amiranashvili and 
Tatia Mamukishvili, painted a beautiful, GYE logo on the wall 

Renovation: Take II 
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country didn't allow 

young people to get a job 

easily. He said to himself 

that this powerful witch 
was not going to decide 

his future, so he looked for 

a voluntary job far away 

from his small town where 

he could get rid of 

the witch. He tried to go to 

some different countries, 

but it was in Georgia that he 

found a lovely organization 

to spend time working for 
young people…. Click Here 

for More 

 Once upon a time 

there was a boy who 

wanted to keeptraveling 

around the world, meeting 
new people and experienc-

ing new cultures. Lets call 

him “Soso”. He had been in 

his little town for almost a 

year, and even though he 

was doing many things 

there and was comfortable 

surrounded by 

his family and friends, he 

decided that it was not what 
he really wanted, and he 

decided to change. 

 He had been looking 

for a job for a long time, but 

a very bad witch in his 

Georgian Youth for Europe 

Rustavi 3700 Georgia 

georgianyouth@gmail.com 

www.gye.ge 

Facebook  

EVS Rustavi Blog 

Youtube 

 

 

Bulldozer Editors-December 

2013-September 2014: 

Christine Robinson and  

Eva Čajková 

 Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established on the 

25th of December 2006.  The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli Region of East-

ern Georgia. 

 GYE promotes learning through peer-education training and workshops on art and management; 

healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles 

by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public aware-

ness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environ-

mental problems. 
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Story by Ioseba 

YOUR WORK 

OF ART 

COULD BE 

HERE!!!!!!! 
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http://evsrustavi.blogspot.com/
http://evsrustavi.blogspot.com/
http://www.gye.ge
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Georgian-Youth-for-Europe/147841938614125
http://evsrustavi.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/GeorgianYouthEurope?feature=watch

