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Around the clock people from
various corners of the Earth are
forced to flee their homes due to “a
well-founded fear of
persecution because of
the race, religion, nationality, membership
in a particular social
group, or political opinion” – that is how the
United Nations 1951
Refugee Convention
defines a refugee. The
incredibly high numbers of refugees and
asylum-seekers are at
the moment most visible in the case of Syrians who had to
leave their homes due to the civil war
that is has been taking place in their
country since 2011 – around 2.5 million have fled to the neighboring
countries Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan
and Iraq while over 6 million are internally displaced within their country.

So, while a refugee is indeed the most
prominent type of forcibly displaced
persons, it is not the only one.
For two decades, though especially since the FiveDay-War in 2008, over
200,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs)
from Abkhazia and
South Ossetia have
been mentioned on
the international level.
Not only are their national and international
organizations
that
contribute to their well
being, but also the Georgian government itself supports these IDPs. The
main difference between refugees and
IDPs is that refugees have to flee from
their country while the others flee
within their country’s borders.
(Read more on the page 6)
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MIND YOUR HERITAGE 2
From 3rd till 10th of June group of 5 GYE members
participated in the youth exchange “Mind Your Heritage 2”.
This project took place in Chisinau, Moldova. The purpose
of this project was to share the cultural heritage of our
home towns.
During the project, representatives from Poland,
Latvia, Bulgaria, Armenia, Moldova and Georgia were
showing and teaching others very important aspects of their culture through dance workshops and
national evenings.
Participants organized flash mobs in front of the Circus and different central parts of the Capital of Moldova.
The participants were friendly and managed to present their cultures in a nice, impressive
and funny way-it’s easy to imagine that everyone at this project will remember their time together
fondly.

ONE SHOULD EAT TO
LIVE, NOT LIVE TO EAT
Within the frame of the “Youth in Action” program,
from 24th June by 3rd July, 30 people from 6 different countries: Georgia, Slovakia, Azerbaijan, Moldova, Ukraine, Poland participated in a healthy lifestyle project.
During the program participants had very interesting
workshops about diets and healthy lifestyle. They exchanged own experience and shared ideas about those topics. Participants also learned the importance of teamwork and good leader while playing “Holding-chairs” and
“Prison-Break” games.
Furthermore, everyone had a good trip to Baku, in order to better introduce Azerbaijan culture and values. It is an awesome city. After Baku, participants visited one place, called “Yanar Dug” (burning
mountain), it is a natural gas fire
which blazes continuously on the Abs
Heron Peninsula of the Caspian Sea..
During this trip, we found many similarities between cultures,
as well as many differences and this discover was a great source
of personal development and of inspiration for everyone involved.
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OPEN YOUR EYES RUSTAVI
Have you seen a huge eye with a purple picture of a big city as
the iris? Did you have the impression that it’s observing you each time,
when you enter the GYE office? It was, really! But don’t worry: soon
the eye will be closed, because this event has come to an end!
Over the past 2 months, we had received photographs of Rustavi inhabitants’ installations in the public space of the city. Finally on
10th of June at 3:30 p.m. we officially opened the photography exhibition “Open Your Eyes… Rustavi!”, which one could visit in Rustavi Historical Museum on
10th and 11th of June.
For those of you, who
missed it, we offered
another chance to view
it in the GYE office for
the following week.
We hope that after our project your eyes are
now open to the ingenuity of the Rustavi population!
PS: Thank you for your photograph submissions and your participation in the event!
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TRAVELERS CLUB
On 5th of June, during the first session
of Travelers Club, GYE started its journey
around the World. Our trip began in Georgia,
from which we hitchhiked together with Piotr
(Polish EVS volunteer in Armenia) – through
Kurdistan – the region that is situated in the territories of Turkey, Armenia, Iran, Iraq and Syria.
We have discovered south-east Turkey, north
Iran and Iraq and learned how to travel safely
without money.
From the Middle-East we moved to
Europe to the region of north-west France –
Normandy. Together with Gaëlle, who was our
guide we explored the city of Caen and discovered one of the most recognizable landmarks of
France: the island of Mont Saint-Michel. Later
we decided to stop by into a bakery to eat fresh
baguette with local camembert. After the meal
we visited the Caen Memorial museum that is
dedicated to peace and the history of the 20th
century, especially the Second World War.
Later to rest a little bit we went to the famous
seaside resort - Deauville.
The following
week, on 19th of
June we moved far-

ther north to
the
Netherlands. During
our journey we
saw thousands
of bikes, tulip
fields and canals with windmills. We also explored churches that nowadays function as private houses, bookstores or museums. To be
able to really “go Dutch” we tried Broodje Kaas
– bread with cheese - and tasted different types
of beer. During the trip to the Netherlands we
took part in the King’s Day Celebration and saw
the real Sinterklaas (Dutch Santa Claus). For
the whole year we were very nice, so he didn’t
take us in his sack to Spain as a punishment!
Instead, on 26th of June we took a bus
to Germany! Edita, who has been living there
for 3 years, presented and explained all the
stereotypes about this country, spoke about the
differences between regions and gave us the
explanations why the name of this land is so
different in various languages.
Where will we go next? Till 3rd of July
we’re staying in Europe to discover the Baltic
country- Lithuania-together with Edita. Later we
will move to South America to see northern
Brazil with Licenia (10th of July). From there we
will go to North Africa and a then a long trip
around the USA with Christine (17th and 24th
of July)….
If you want to visit all those places with
us, just book your flight to the office with Marshutka airlines on
Thursday at 8pm.
The trip (once you
get here) is free!
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GEORGIAN DANCE CLASS
If you ask any Georgian what is the best thing that a tourist
can experience while visiting their country, most of them answer:
you have to taste the food, see nature (they almost never mention
towns), and see Georgian dance performance. It means that
these are the aspects of Georgia of which they are most proud.
Well, there’s one reason to be proud of Georgian dance: it
is simply great! The male part is acrobatic and powerful, while
the female part can only be described as ethereal elegance. It is
no wonder that these dances are well-known all around the world.
It would be sin to miss the opportunity to learn Georgian dance after staying here for a full
year. As the dances are such a treasure, there are quite a lot of dance teachers who offer classes
for a ridiculously low price. Four of us attended Georgian dances class for the entire month of June.
Naturally, we had great respect for the phenomenon of Georgian dance, but as foreigners it’s
no surprise that it’s difficultly made us kind of afraid at the beginning. One doesn't want to diminish
such a great tradition or at least, very superficially, we simply didn’t want to look ridiculous while
dancing. But after a few minutes of the first class it became a very easy-going experience as we
had the best teacher ever! Maybe he wasn't very excited by our skills, but he was definitely an incredibly patient teacher who was not annoyed by us being little bit "too expressive" (physically and
verbally :)) from time to time.
It was a great time and we seemed to do alright. By the end of our lessons, it’s possible that
we could have found at least one Georgian girl who looked worse than us while dancing. I believe
this was the most efficient use of our time in Georgia. The only thing I regret is that we started so
late.
I warmly recommend to everybody, not just volunteers, to
occupy your time with Georgian dance class. Amazing.
Thank you very much, Makho!!!
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WO RL D REF UGE E DAY IN P REZE TI

( CO NT. O F PA GE 1)

In the years following the 2008 war, GYE, in cooperation with organizations like the Swiss Ca-

ritas or Open Society Fund, was involved in non-formal educational projects for youngsters from IDP
settlements. These projects for youngsters included trainings and free time activities that ideally
were also meant to provide new useful skills, like pottery and sewing. Just like everybody, many of
the internally displaced would like to reach adequate standards of living and become employed.
In 2013, Laura, one of last year’s long term volunteers, started a project called, “Way to Solidarity” to
collect clothes and toys for people in IDP settlements. This year, Beata, a Slovak EVS volunteer,
has continued that project.
GYE's last donation visit to Tserovani was eight months ago. The time was ripe and the donations boxes were full for the next donation run. On the 20th of June, which is World Refugee
Day, some EVS volunteers and the Georgian team went to Prezeti, an IDP settlement 30 kilometers
away from Tbilisi, to meet young IDPs and to hand over prepared packages with donations. Volunteers also got a chance to better understand the reality of life in an IDP settlement.
We would like to use this occasion to once again express our thanks to everyone who participated in this project; let’s keep it going!

VOL U ME

6 ,

ISSUE

6

PAGE

ASSOCIATION “GEORGIAN YOUTH FOR EUROPE”
Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established on the
25th of December 2006. The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli Region of Eastern Georgia.
GYE promotes learning through peer-education training and workshops on art and management;
healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles
by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environmental problems.

Georgian Youth for Europe
Rustavi 3700 Georgia
georgianyouth@gmail.com
www.gye.ge
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