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Hey there,
My name is Elvire, I am a
French volunteer. I am a fresh addition
to the GYE family and I am staying here
for six months until the end of June. I
will be in charge of the French language
club with Louise, where I aim to share a
lot about our respective cultures and
languages. I really like artistic activities
and handy crafts as well as Japanese
culture and traditions, so that's why I
have planned to create an origami
workshop, and I hope that many of you
will come!
Also, I love travelling, one of the
reasons for my presence here. You may
be wondering why I chose to come to
Georgia, the fact is that I wanted to
discover some new horizons and then I
realized that I hardly knew anything
about this beautiful country, so the best
way to remedy this problem was
obviously to come! I will make sure to
travel around a lot and I would be so
pleased if I could be able to speak at
least a little bit of Georgian someday.
For now, I am proud to say that I almost
know the entire alphabet (and trust me,
it wasn't easy).
I am only 18, so I still have much to
learn about the world and myself. I
really hope that those few months here
in your company will help me realize
goals.
See you soon !

Gamarjoba,
I am Louise and I come from
France. I will be a member of GYE until
the beginning of July, I am in charge of
French course with Elvire. Not only do I
want to teach you my language (in a fun
way of course !), but I also want to share a
part of my culture with you. That’s why I
might create a club about France and its
culture, so, if you are
interested in it, let me know !
I am very excited about visiting
Georgia, I want to see everything in your
country : the various landscapes, the old
cities and the sea side. I also hope that I
will be able to learn a little bit of Georgian,
even though it seems really hard.
Moreover, I love to see cultures different
than mine and hope I will get used to your
way of life. I can’t wait to meet you all and
discover all of these things together !
A bientôt
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GAME DAY “FUN ZONE” IN GYE
On the 12th of January,
2015, American Corner Rustavi and
Georgian Youth for Europe
cooperated in their first Game Day!
This event went incredibly well.
Not only were there Georgian
volunteers, EVS volunteers from 4
countries, EVS from a neighboring
organization, and a Peace Corps
Volunteer, there were also parents,
children of all ages, and the staff
from two organizations.
Each room at GYE was

VOLUME

3,

ISSUE

3

PAGE

devoted to a different type of game.
The front room hosted table tennis,
bowling and a cinema for the
smaller kids with cartoons from
American Corners collection. The
next room had board games and
card games and finally, there was
one room devoted to Xbox 360,
where everyone had the opportunity
to play interactive video games and
increase their heart rates.
Both GYE and American
Corner have agreed to work together

again in the Spring, as this activity was
so successful. Hopefully, this will be the
first of many joint activities between
the two organizations.
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GYE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
On February 8th and 9th, the
first part of the GYE Leadership
Conference, funded by the Peace
Corpse's and USAID SPA Grant, was
held at GYE. Old and new members as
well as EVS volunteers participated in
this conference. Christine and
Vakhtang were the main facilitators.
The first day of training was
devoted to learning to identify different
leadership styles, conflict management
strategies, developing creative
activities, and the connection between
citizenship and volunteering. The
second day was more hands on as
participants were asked to take the
learning from the day before and apply
it to two real-life situations: decoration
of GYE and planning for the clubs that
they will lead.
All but two participants, devel-
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oped solid plans for their clubs (March
through May) and all future club leaders
found
partners to help them facilitate their activities.
Also, the spaces that conference
participants decorated are awesome!
GYE staff was very impressed by
participants work and happy to have such
great improvements to our office. The new
Idea Room, Art Room, and garden are just
what GYE needed. We can't wait to see
what great activities you will come up with
next!
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ANIMAL CRUELTY WORKSHOP
On the 13th of February
Animal cruelty workshop took place
in GYE office. The aim of the event
was to raise awareness about
homeless animals in Rustavi among
young
people and to establish cooperation
between GYE members and the local
animal shelter. Our guest speaker,
Tsira Omiadze, who is one of the
animal rights activists working in the
shelter, introduced its work,
functioning and identified crucial
challenges which shelter and animal
activists face in Georgia. We were also
discussing possible ways how to help
the Rustavi shelter and agreed on
future cooperation. The event
continued on Sunday when some of
GYE volunteers joined shelter
volunteers in Tbilisi on puppy
adoption day which was quite
successful – three puppies found
permanent homes!
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ACT TODAY FOR BETTER TOMORROW 2
From the 16th-26th February, 6 active GYE members and leaders participated in an
international youth exchange project hosted by Youth Day Centre "Balgas Strops" in Latvia.
GYE has already many years of cooperation with "Balgas Strops" and this project was a
follow up project for an exchange that we implemented together 3 years ago. Recent
projects focused on winter and traditional crafts, rural development, entrepreneurial
learning and youth unemployment. It was conducted in the rural place of Vecpiebalga,
Latvia. The aim of the project was to enable the participants to engage with active
participation for sustainable development in rural areas. During the project, participants
were making handicrafts from clay and wood. They drew their visions about how to develop
opportunities in rural places.
For “Ice-breaking” and team building they had many group activities, presentations,
cultural evenings and workshop about how to make their business plan.

Tamua Beradze, a Georgian participant in the exchange
had this to say about the project:
This exchange project was my fourth exchange,it
was indeed good for me,because of new friends, new
Experiences. New adventures are the most important
thing to me. When you discover a new culture and new
country, when you have contact with different type of
people, it’s awesome because this can change your life.
I learned weaving! Also, we had a lot of workshops. We
saw Lenin’s bunker which was just so impressive.
Wooden items were amazing, I just worked and listened to
music. It’s one of those unforgettable moments that
happen in Latvia. In a nutshell, I had unforgettable
moments in Latvia.
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MARDI GRAS PARTY
On the 17th of February GYE hosted
its first Mardi Gras Party. In some
countries, people celebrate Mardi Gras, or
Fat Tuesday, before the Easter fasting period
begins. In France, people eat the traditional
crêpes (French pancakes) and wear
costumes and make-up. We, the French
volunteers, wanted to share a part of our
culture with you, so people were welcome in
GYE to eat home-made crêpes and create
their own mask to disguise themselves while
listening to French music.
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NEW CLUBS
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HUMANS OF RUSTAVI
Probably many of you have already heard about the original project Humans of New
York by Brandon Stanton. Its idea is to the celebrate individuality and spirit of the city.
Many people in different cities followed his example and created their own city-stories. GYE
EVS volunteers decided to initiate this lovely project here in Rustavi and introduce
interesting stories and ideas of Rustavi citizens. Because everyone is different, everyone is
special and everyone has something interesting to say to the world.
You can find the project here:
https://www.facebook.com/humansofrustavi

"What can I say about my first love? My husband is
standing next to me."
"რა შემიძლია ვთქვა ჩემს პირველ სიყვარულზე?
ჩემი მეუღლე ჩემს გვერდით დგას."

"I'm from Rustavi and I prefer to live here."
"რუსთავში დავიბადე. აქ ცხოვრება
მირჩევნია."

“It was 1959 and I had nothing but my scissors.
So I started working.”
"1959 წელი იყო და არაფერი მქონდა გარდა
ჩემი მაკრატლისა. ხოდა მეც დავიწყე მუშაობა."
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MEMBER?

If you are interested in leading a club or being a
participant? If so, come and register to be a GYE
member.
Contact achiko@gye.ge for details.
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CHECK OUT GYE ON
YOUTUBE
Although GYE has had a YouTube page for
quite some time, recently, GYE
volunteers and the youth exchange participants have really updated the site. There are
a number of great videos that you should
see, not just because they’re creative, but also to chronicle the work that GYE and its
partners have done together this year.
Go ahead check us out!
You know you want to!

ASSOCIATION “GEORGIAN YOUTH FOR EUROPE”
Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established on the
25th of December 2006. The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli Region of Eastern Georgia.
GYE promotes learning through peer-education training and workshops on art and management;
healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles
by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environmental problems.

Georgian Youth for Europe
Rustavi 3700 Georgia
georgianyouth@gmail.com
www.gye.ge
Facebook
EVS Rustavi Blog
Youtube

Bulldozer Editors
January/February 2015
Christine Robinson and
Lembit Mets

