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As our readers
probably noticed, there
is huge gap in Bulldozer volumes. For
those who missed this
revue, we apologize
sincerely! The reason
might be linked to the
arrival of a new generation of volunteers,
their adaptation and
starting to work on
new clubs.
What is new
and different from previous years is that in
October 2013, seven
EVS volunteers came
to Georgia at once,
while volunteers before were coming at
different times. And
starting from July there
was another new GYE
soul,
Christine,
a
Peace Corps Volun-

teer. You can read
blog about their experience.
A n o t h e r
“innovation” from 2013
is GYE becoming the
organization based on
membership.
Right
now we have already
about 350 members
and every month we
are getting more and
more youngsters, who
are interested in joining our local, national
and international activities. Here you can
find what are the
benefits of being a
GYE member and how
to be a member .
Let's sum up
what happened during
last months in GYE:
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EcoTourism seminar
Movie night in Scout
house
 School No. 3 garbage
pick up
 School
presentation
about decomposition
 Less drinking More
Thinking (youth exchange)
 Project Design and
Management Course
 Hippie Event
(plus other events which
are mentioned in this volume)

Ioseba, Christine, and
Edita show GYE Pride!

Groovy New Year’s Party
All around the
world people feel a
duty to end the year,
remembering the past
in impressive style.
This event was dedi-

cated to whole big
GYE family: members,
volunteers, staff etc.
As we usually have
the only opportunity to
meet each other just in

the office, so we
thought that meeting
to party outside of
"working mode", would
allow us to spend time
together and have fun
Read more on the page 3
3

Less Drinking More Thinking
By nationwide
realities in promoter
countries and the statistics what everyone
can find in internet –
irresponsible
alcohol
(binge drinking) use by
young people is extremely popular and in
the same time dangerous – both to themselves and society at
large. Youth alcohol
use often results with
traffic fatalities, violence, unsafe sex, suicide, educational failure, and other problem
behaviors that diminish
the prospects of future
success, as well as
health risks.
The main goal
of this
intercultural
youth exchange «Less
drinking, More thinking» was to educate
youth about responsible drinking, diminish
risky behaviors, and
prepare young people
for critical situations
likely to occur involving
themselves or
their
peers in relation to alcohol use by them or
o t h e r s .
An 8 day ex- change
project was organized in Bakuriani,
Georgia, 19-26th Octo-

ber 2013 in alcohol free
environment and
reached 30 young people from Netherlands,
Georgia, Portugal, Poland,
Armenia
and
Moldova. Main activity
blocks contained information, recommendations, facts and figures
on alcohol and its policy,
integration and cultural
differences, social values and their impact on
public policy and sport
as a means to promote
education, health and
self-development.
The most visible
results of this exchange
is a “Responsibility days”
in partner countries what
will consist from information, skills and knowledge gained during this
exchange time. Association “Georgian Youth for
Europe” organized creative afternoon in Rustavi
School No3 on 29th of
November where we
shared information regarding youth exchange

project with 10th class
pupils. We introduce
them with facts, recommendations and about
risks
and
consequences of alcohol misuse and irresponsible
drinking (health, social,
academic,
relationships, crime), had a
also quiz and presentation of movie done by
project
participants
about alcohol prevention. We were happy to
see that came a lot of
youngsters and they
were very much interested in the topic and
with full energy took
part in all activities.
Project was supported with Dutch National Agency of Youth
in Action program in
cooperation
between
Don Bosco Youthnet
Nederland and Georgian Youth for Europe.
Find more on GYE’s
facebook page!

Georgian Participants
listening to a presentation about alcohol .
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More on GYE’s Hippies
cember 29, 2013.
To make it special
from other parties we decided to create a dress
code. It didn't take long
to agree on HIPPIE style
as it is not difficult to immerse oneself in a parent’s closet and choose
something what wouldn't
be worn at school or
work.
It proved to be very good
choice. The costumes

were amazing and volunteers prepared a successful program-which was
proven by the fact that
EVERYONE
had fun
(which was the main aim
of event), they were danc-

GYE Member of the Month Award!
Nana Nikibadze is
the GYE Member of the
Month for December! She
is 22 years old and studies
at Ilia State University, Social Sciences in European
Studies.
She is a very active
participant of the Spanish
Conversation Club led by
Ioseba, native Spanish
blood. We have chosen her
because she is very motivated to learn Spanish, very

responsible and she comes
to every lesson. If she can’t
come one day, she always
lets the teacher know.
When you study a language, it’s not enough to
come to each session.
You should also learn at
home and review everything you have learned.
Nana does this and she is
improving a lot. Ioseba
would
li ke you
to
“Remember that a lan-

guage is not learnt it quickly, you
need time and individual work to
do it. Good luck! “

Nana Nikibadze
Salome Abulashvili

Salome Abulashvili is
January’s Member of the Month!
She is 21, studying journalism at
Tbilisi State University.
Salome comes to each
English conversation club and
she always takes part in discussions and is on time. Moreover,
she helps leaders of club, Anna

(Polish EVS) and Elliott (UK
EVS) by interpreting for them
when other participants don’t
understand something. Her
teachers wanted us to write:
“Dear Salome-Thank you very
much for your help during English Club. You make our work
truly meaningful!”
5

Office Renovation 2014
GYE has come into 2014 in style! After 3 months of hard work, our
bigger office is finally finished.
In addition to our usual shared office, we now have another room for
clubs, a work room, an office, and a new bathroom.
Now, while clubs are in session, volunteers and staff have the ability
to work hard with music or with out! If you haven’t had the chance
to come visit our new space, please do!
Hope to see you soon!
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5th Forum Georgian Youth Organizations
A few years ago five
G e o r g i a n n o n governmental organizations (NGOs) implemented the first Forum of
Youth Organizations, with
only 15 participating organizations. The aim of
the forum was to get to
know each other. They
also wanted to work together to create one
common way for promoting youth work and in-

forming people and our government about our objectives and the importance of
N G O
s e c t o r .
After 5 years, the wishes
of the first forum came true:
around 150 registered organizations working on different youth related fields
p a r t i c i p a t e d .
GYE was one of the organizers of the activities. This
time the forum was financed
by the Minister of Sport and

Youth. The main purpose
of the meeting was to review the Youth Policy that
the Ministry of Sport and
Youth had drafted. All the
organizations
present
were allowed to suggest
corrections to the government. During the
first
day, the NGO market took
place so that participant
organizations could learn
more about one another.
This session, the Premier
Minister of Georgia Irakli
Gharibashvili came, which
means the government of
Georgia is really thinking
about the future of the
youth.
Those two days were
very positive and useful for
all of the organizations
and it was especially great
that the heads of Polish
National Agency attended
as they presented the new
ERASMUS+ program and
the plans of the Euro commission reg arding
neighbor countries’ involvement.
The culmination of the
project was the Premier
Minister's announcement
that 2014 would be the
year of Youth. He also
underlined the importance
of non-formal education.

Salome and Achiko representing GYE
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Life Skills Training of Trainers
During the last week of January the Peace Corp Volunteer
Christine Robinson and her
counterpart Salome Gvelesiani (EVS Coordinator of
GYE) attended a life skills
training of trainers in Bazaleti.
The training was organised
by the Peace Corp’s Life
Skills
Committee.
The
traings discused the definition
of “life skills” and why we
use them to promote health in
Georgia; how to promote behavior change and healthy
lif est yles; G eor gi aspecific HIV / AIDS statis-

tics and prevention strategies;
and how to develop, fund
and implement a healthrelated project in your community.
Most importantly, Christine
and Salome left this conference with resources, skills and
a ready-to-implement health
project plan!
Let’s wish them good
luck with implementing
their project!
To access the youtube
videos and Healthly Lifestyle text books in Georgian, Russian, and English go to the Peace
Corps
Georgia
Life
Skills facebook page!

Salome and Christine
concentrate on topic

Al Chandler , SIQA
Peace Corps Volunteer,
and Salome during conference break.

Introduction to Bulldozer’s New Editors!
Christine from the USA
came to Georgia under the patronage of Peace Corps. Her
main aim at GYE is helping with
organizational management.
Her hobby is drawing.
She is deeply interested in social change and loves languages-pretty obvious because
of her level in Georgian. After
just a few months here she can
have conversation in Georgian.

Other volunteers take her as a
language idol :)
Eva is a Czech EVS
volunteer and likes books, writing, riding bikes, and travelling.
She is kind of obsessed with
semiology and paraphrasing.
Together, they work as
a media staff for GYE.
Eva and Christine
posing in Vardzia!

8

Your Story Could Be HERE!
We’re back with a
new column! Starting
from next months’ edition, YOU could be the
author of an article that
will placed here. If you’re
afraid of your English
skills don’t be! Send us
your entry in English and
we will edit it before placing it in the Bulldozer.
Also, if you want to
write in Georgian or some
other language as long as
we can verify that what
you’re writing is positive,
we will happily post an
article, short story, or

poem in any language
right here!
What if you’re not an author, you ask? Well, if
you’re a artist, feel free to
send us a high definition
photo or scanned copy of
your painting or drawing
and we will place it here.
If you’re interested
in adding your own creative spin to the Bulldozer
please contact Eva via
e m a i l
e n tropeva@gmail.com. Or,
come in and talk to her,
she’d love to get to know
you!

Association
“Georgian Youth for Europe”
Batumi 22
Rustavi 3700 Georgia

georgianyouth@gmail.com
www.gye.ge
Facebook
EVS Rustavi Blog

YOUR WORK
OF ART
COULD BE
HERE!!!!!!!

Georgian Youth For Europe is an
non-governmental organization that was
established on the 25th of December
2006. The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli Region of
Eastern Georgia.
GYE promotes learning through
peer-education training and workshops
on art and management; healthy lifestyles
by organizing outdoor activities, hobby
clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles by offering work shops on human
rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard clean-up
campaigns, after-school programs on environmental problems.

For young, active, and creative people
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Over the next
three months, GYE will
host a leadership training
course every Saturday
and Sunday. The main
aim of the course is to
prepare young leaders
and train them in different
topics related to nonformal and outdoor education. This course will last
8 weeks, from the 15th of
February to the 6th of
April 2014. The following
topics will be covered:
Project Management, including practical exercises
such as a small project
writing competition; Employment Readiness, such
as CV and motivation letter writing; leadership and
team work; Human
Rights; and Outdoor Education, which includes
First Aid, camp organization, hiking, and survival
skills. Although the

Young Leaders will learn
the theory behind all of
the aforementioned topics, they will actually get
to use those skills during
the course of the seminar.
At the end of the
YLC, GYE will have a
closing ceremony where
the young leaders will
compete to have their projects funded. The top
three projects will be
funded and young leaders
will have the chance to
implement their projects in
Rustavi.
In February, GYE
organized 3, weekend
meetings with the young
leaders. So far, the participants have been
trained in project management, brainstorming and
developing small community projects for other Rustavi Youth. Participants
presented several inter-

esting ideas which will be
implemented during the
months of March and
April. Additionally, Achiko
Pholadashvili, GYE’s
Short Term EVS Coordinator lead a session on
leadership and teamwork,
while GYE’s Peace Corp’s
volunteer, Christine Robinson, offered the young
leaders received detailed
information about effective
motivational letter and
curriculum vitae writing.
The GYE team
awaits the creative projects that the Young Leaders will implement over
the next few months.
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Peace Corps Training Course at Bazaleti
Peace Corps
Georgia very often organizes training courses (TC)
for Georgian schools and
organizations that host PC
volunteers. These
courses are designed to
train TC participants in a
variety of important topics,
which will not only help
them organize their work,
but also use strategies
and plans to work more
efficiently.

At the end of February, Christine Robinson
and Archili Pholadashvili
attended one such TC at
Bazaleti.
For two days,
participants gained knowledge about how to make
organizational strategic
plans, create advocacy
campaigns, and implement an effective fundraising event.

This TC was very
productive, as Christine
and Archi brought a lot of
ideas back from Bazaleti
that they have already
been able to use in GYE’s
Young Leaders Course.

Below: Achiko
and Christine
designing this
year’s fundraising
activity.

Above: Achiko and
Christine discussing
fundraising methods
with other Georgian
NGO workers and
Peace Corps Volunteers.
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Human Rights Club: HIV Workshop
As part of our Human Rights and
Equality Club, which is taking
place every Thursday at 5.30pm
in the GYE office, we had a special session about HIV/AIDS lead by two SIQA representatives,
Marí Goguadze and Mari Gamsaxurdia.
SIQA is the coordinating
organisation of a
campaign
about Free Testing and providing information about HIV/AIDS
in Kvemo Kartli to rise awareness about it as the number of
Georgian HIV-positive people
HIV is increasing. GYE decided
to cooperate in this campaign
and we invited SIQA volunt to
carry a workshop and some testing for members, volunteers
and any people interested in.
We had around 15 participants who learnt what is HIV

and AIDS, and about the differences between the two. We also learnt how to prevent us from
getting this disease and we moved beyond all the prejudices
and stereotypes about HIV/AIDS
and people who are HIV+ or
have AIDS.
Edita and Ioseba, leaders of the Human Rights and
Equality Club in GYE, also made
two short presentations about
their respective countries, Lithuania and Spain. We could
compare the situation in those
countries, the European Union
and Georgia. Regarding the statistics they presented, while in
the most of the countries in the
European Union the number of
new HIV infections is
decreasing, Georgia
is suffering from an

increasing number of HIV+
people due to many reasons.
After the presentation,
all the participants had the opportunity to get a free and anonymous test. It is a very easy
and painless test whose result
is ready in about 10 minutes.
To be aware of what is
HIV and AIDS and how to prevent it is a very important issue
for Georgia. If you would like to
have more information about
that contact GYE or SIQA volunteers and staff. If you would
like to have a free and anonymous test, you should go to
SIQA office any Tuesday or
Wednesday.

New office full of people interested
in this topic
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Volunteerism Fair
The Volunteerism Fair is an annual event in Tbilisi and Batumi hosting over 25 local, nongovernmental organizations which attracted over 200 service-oriented Georgian
youth. Organizations had the chance to recruit
volunteers and also educated community
members about their services, while students
found volunteer opportunities that matched
their interests and career goals.
This year GYE representatives Christine Robinson and Archili Pholadashvili attended the
event which was organized by Peace Corps of
Georgia and Helping Hands at Tbilisi Marriott.
During the project they took part in several
very interesting and useful workshops regarding volunteer recruitment and management.
The were also able to share best practices.
After morning sessions, it came time for the NGO Cafe, where the organizations present represented themselves to the youngsters who were interested in becoming volunteers in the organizations. Guests were offered various volunteering opportunities by organizations working in
many different spheres, but GYE, as an active youth organization, was in the lime light for
the youth in attendance, as many were extremely interested in the international and local activities of this organization.
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Valley of Happiness
30 people from 10 different countries gathered
together for a training
course in Aghveran, Armenia. Our EVS Coordinator- Salome Gvelesiani
and GYE member- Irakli
Antidze– were among the
attendees. The idea of
this project “Valley of Happiness” was the outcome
of several years of experiences gained through collaboration with different
communities of the world
ecology, environments,
intercultural communication and eco-communities.
This TC on Eco-villages
aimed to bring together
knowledge, ideas, and experiences about ecocommunities, ecotechnologies and eco-

building in one shared space.
The hope was that later the
attendees would become an
international platform of ecocommunities, working together
to achieve common goals in
the mentioned fields, on local,

regional and international
levels. Together with the
main theme of the ecovillages and ecotechnology, people reflected
on the ideas of worldwide
peace, tolerance, human
rights with an environmental
point of view. Another focus
was the individual, which
we learned, is the seed of
any social organization: understanding the deep essence of modern humanity
is the key to the creation of
a successful eco-community
project.

Salome and Irakli representing
GYE in Yerevan
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Norway Exchange
In this exchange were
participating following countries: Georgia, Belarus, Germany, Armenia, Moldova,
Norway, Slovenia. Main aim
and objectives of that project
were cultural understanding
and broadening view. Sport
and outdoor activities like skiing, snowball fighting, castle
building with snow, for the
development of youngsters.
Learning through debates
about the human rights and
other topics that the youngsters are concerned in daily
life. We saw the nature of
north Norway because our
campsite was in Langfjord-

botn in Alta which are the
northern parts of Norway.
One day we were in one
school in Alta to get know
with Sápmi people and their
traditions because in that day
was some feast of Sápmi
people. After the feast we
were invited in their kitchen
where we ate soup made by
Reindeer meat. Next day we
went up to the mountain near
the campsite, distance was 4
kilometer approximately. It
was really picturesque view
from there because our camp
was next to Atlantic ocean
and from the top of mountain
we saw all that gorge where

we living. We went up to
there with ski-doo and it was
also great experience what
we got from Norway. On last
day we were in the Husky
farm, that day was awesome
because we drove with a
Husky sledge and it was
amazing to spent even a little
time with these lovely dogs.
Then we set a fire in the
snow and cook some sausages which was also great.
Next day’s evening we depart from campsite and went
to airport which were the last
hours being together. Few
hours later we separated
each other with tears because of our flights but we
are still friends.

Norway Team with Erekle
Khvedelidze from GYE
Below: Aurora Borealis
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GYE Member of the Month Award!
Jana Dadova has nominated Vazha Kurtanadze as the
GYE Memember of the Month.
Vazha has excellent attendance, does his homework, and
participates fully in every class.
Vazha is a very clever
guy who has attended English
Club for beginners regurlary
since the beginning. He is the
only one who has no English
Classes at school, and despite
the fact that it has been more
difficult for him to catch up at
times, he always does his best.
As he is the only man in the
club, he has done very well in
getting all with all the ladies surrounding him.
Jana Dadova, his English teacher, nominated Vazha
and said, “I would like to thank

Above: Vazha Kurtanadeze

you [Vazha] for your positive attitude, happy face, and always
good mood. Don’t give up and
keep learning!”
Vazha is 14 years old and
attends Rustavi Public School
Number 22. His hobbies are
swimming and riding bikes and his
favorite sport is boxing. When
asked to describe why he is so
motivated Vazha responded, “ I
came to GYE to know English
Language because it is very important in communicating with foreigners.”
The GYE team would like
to officially congratulate you on
your hard work and dedication. Because of your focus, your
English is improving more and
more each week. We expect

Ioseba’s Next Steps

Renovation: Take II

Our First Spanish EVS volunteer left this month, after an incredible
service in Georgia, to work for the
United Nations Development Programme. Ioseeba’s contributions to
GYE and to Rustavi’s Youth through
informative Human Rights Discussions and Spanish Language
Courses will not be forgotten. Good
luck in Colombia! Your new col-

With the involvement of GYE local and international
volunteers, the old part of the office, now looks totally new.
We have painted the walls with a nicer and brighter
color. Our members, Giorgi Kopadze, Nini Amiranashvili and
Tatia Mamukishvili, painted a beautiful, GYE logo on the wall
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Story by Ioseba
Once upon a time
there was a boy who
wanted to keeptraveling
around the world, meeting
new people and experiencing new cultures. Lets call
him “Soso”. He had been in
his little town for almost a
year, and even though he
was doing many things
there and was comfortable
surrounded by
his family and friends, he
decided that it was not what
he really wanted, and he
decided to change.
He had been looking
for a job for a long time, but
a very bad witch in his

country didn't allow
young people to get a job
easily. He said to himself
that this powerful witch
was not going to decide
his future, so he looked for
a voluntary job far away
from his small town where
he could get rid of
the witch. He tried to go to
some different countries,
but it was in Georgia that he
found a lovely organization
to spend time working for
young people…. Click Here
for More

YOUR WORK
OF ART
COULD BE
HERE!!!!!!!

A S S O C I AT I O N “ G E O R G I A N Y O U T H F O R E U R O P E ”
Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established on the
25th of December 2006. The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli Region of Eastern Georgia.
GYE promotes learning through peer-education training and workshops on art and management;
healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles
by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environmental problems.

Georgian Youth for Europe
Rustavi 3700 Georgia
georgianyouth@gmail.com
www.gye.ge
Facebook

Bulldozer Editors-December

EVS Rustavi Blog

2013-September 2014:

Youtube

Christine Robinson and
Eva Čajková
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Art Club Begins!
Spring breeze brought a new
creative club to GYE –it’s Art Club! But
wait… what does it mean? What do you
understand by “art”? Well, that’s a good
question!
Is art a painting or a drawing? Or
maybe the ability to do something out of
nothing? Handicrafts? Handmade objects in general? Is art about the skills
and talent or concepts and creativity?
We hear the word “portrait” and
we immediately qualify it as “art”. But
what if this “portrait” isn’t painted, drawn
or sculpted? What if it doesn’t resemble
a human being at all? Or even the opposite: if it consists of transparent bacteria
with strands of DNA? Is it still a portrait?
Yes, even more “realistic” than normally.
But is it still… art?
These and many other questions
about the “nature of art” are discussed
on W ednesday afternoons in the GYE
office! Sound boring? Don’t be afraid!
We’re not letting participants fall asleep
during the sessions. With Beatka, Nini
and Giorgi you can be sure that you will
have something interesting to do with
your hands as well.
Of what does the Art Club recipe
consist? Lots of creativity during handicraft workshops, some fun with painting
and a little bit of art theory, not to make
the club “too sweet”.

Participants gave our club a taste
on March 12th during an open house
where the connection between art and
food was discussed. After that, for dessert, participants watched a presentation
of handicraft ideas in order to choose
concepts they like most. The decision
was made and the following session (19th
of March) beautiful lampshades were
created. How? Participants blew into
balloons and then glued yarn around it.
When the balloons dried up the colorful
lampshade were ready! After this activity
our artists prepared stencils of Marilyn
Monroe, Charlie Chaplin, Mona Lisa and
Mickey Mouse and later sprayed them.
The result was astonishing! Check it out
in the entrance to GYE office!
Art Club in GYE office. Every Wednesday from 18:00 till 20:00. You’re invited!

18

International Day for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination
It was March 21, 1960 at Sharpeville in South Africa
when dozens of black people got killed and hundreds were injured by police during a peaceful protest action. The 21st of
March is now the International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination and is meant not only to remind us of the massacre in South Africa but also to think of all the people around the
world who are still facing racial discrimination in their daily lives.
The volunteers of GYE organized an open-air activity in
Rustavi where they addressed the problem of racial discrimination. Some dexterous volunteers prepared posters with quotes
concerning anti-racism while others, accompanied by some
Georgian GYE members, were responsible for implementing the
activity. Posters were installed and the volunteers explained the
to passersby what our action was about and asked to take a picture with one of the posters to support the elimination of racial
discrimination. So, be like a panda: black, white and Asian!
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Evaluation Seminar of LTTC "TRAINO"
From the 24th to the 30th of March 2014, Association "Georgian Youth for Europe" hosted the
final stage of the long term training course "Transfers of Innovation in Outdoor Education‐
TRAINO", in Rustavi Georgia.
Evaluation Seminar "Evaluation Seminar of LTTC "TRAINO" gathered 24 participants from
partner organizations located both in Programme and Partner countries: Georgia, Lithuania, Moldova,
Belgium, Armenia, Spain, Germany and Poland. The overall aim of the project “TRAINO” was to increase the quality of youth work in Europe, especially focusing on the inclusion and participation of
young people in youth work programmes. It was achieved through the transfer and adaptation of existing innovative methodologies used for outdoor education of young people. Now we are in the last
phase – the international evaluation meeting, which sought to achieve the following objectives:
1.To review and evaluate piloted outdoor education methods in countries of promoters
2. To collate created media products from the piloting phase and develop dissemination strategies for wider multiplying effect
3.To elaborate ideas for future how transferred and adapted methods could be used by other
promoters of the project
4. To provide space for development of new European mobility projects of young people and
youth workers.

Project supported by
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International Women’s Day: Upside Down
“While I was enjoying the
nice weather and reading The
Guardian on the balcony, my husband was preparing lunch for our
children”. EVS volunteers of GYE
decided to illustrate the possibility of
reversing male and female gender
roles as the 8th of March, International Women's Day, was approaching.
Together with SIQA volunteers, we organized a series of
skits: “International Women's Day:
Upside Down” dedicated to the right
of men and women to choose what
(not) to do and the reciprocal necessity to respect these decisions. This
right starts where daily life begins –
at home – and this seems to be forgotten more often than one would
imagine. Therefore, the final idea
was to perform short sketches illustrating men performing 'typical' female household activities and another way round.
When the big day came, it
was a rainy Saturday, we packed

the equipment for the upcoming performance and headed to our very
public “stage”. Our demonstration
started with a woman driving an
imaginary car while her husband
sitting next to her was taking care of
their small child. The next scene
was about a husband serving tea to
his wife and her friends who were
about to play a card game. The performance continued with a man
sewing and a woman repairing the
sink and ended with the woman
reading a newspaper and the man
cleaning the floor.
We also offered the idea of
the event to other EVS volunteers in
Georgia, so that it took place not
only in Rustavi, but also in Zugdidi.
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Job Shadowing in GYE
Job Shadowing is
one of many European
projects. It gives you the
possibility to visit organizations in other countries and
to have practical learning
experience. You learn how
another NGO works and
you gain the opportunity to
represent the NGO that
sent you.
Hueseyin (22) and Michaela (24) were
sent by the NGO Loesje Berlin, where they are
volunteers, to visit GYE.
Loesje was founded in 1983 in Arnhem,
The Netherlands. Loesje is active in many countries and it has the goal of getting people to think
about topics that are influencing our society, which
is why Loesje creates posters that can be spread
everywhere. (watch the Loesje posters on page 9)
At GYE they attended and participated in
many different after school clubs that GYE offers
to members. They also gave one Loesje Creative
Writing Workshop during the Human Rights Club.

They also have had the chance to visit two
more NGO”s that are located in Tbilisi. At first
they went to Greens Movement of Georgia/
Friends of Earth Georgia. At GMG they got to
know about the ecological situation in Georgia.
As Hueseyin and Michaela admitted it was really
interesting to hear about the different projects organizations are making.
The second organization they visited was
the LEPL Children and Youth National Center.
They also gave one writing workshop there.
Beside their visits at NGO”s they also had
the chance to see some places in Georgia. They
visited Tbilisi and Batumi and they loved it!
Message from Hueseyin and Michaela:
“We both think that we learned a lot during our
Job Shadowing in Georgia and we are thankful
for the time at GYE. We hope to see them
again in the future.” We hope so as well ;)
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Spring Gardening
Warm days, blooming trees and green grass
next to our office motivated us to (finally) clean the
small yard next to our office.
On the 1st of March, EVS and Peace Corp volunteers started working together to make the GYE
EZO less “trashy” and more friendly to Rustavi’s environment. They had started from throwing away all the
rubbish and cleaning the ground. In the meantime they
visited Gardenia in Tbilisi in order to buy thyme, basil
and lemon grass for the herb garden. Later they
planted them in the EZO… No! I’m lying! They didn’t
plant the herbs, our neighbor, from upstairs, did it!
From the very beginning of the volunteers’ gardening the mysterious man from upstairs was observing them with surprise. Volunteers were afraid that he
was angry at them and would soon forbid them to clean the yard. However, one day, they noticed that he was
cleaning the EZO (yard) as well.
-“Does he want to show us that this garden belongs to him?” – they were asking themselves. After
they had seen him bringing new plants for the garden, they were sure that this was his intention. To show
him that GYE members were not trying to claim his garden, but the opposite - help him with gardening, The
Peace Corp volunteer decided to give him the plants volunteers bought. His reaction was totally unacceptable! He called Christine (P.C. volunteer) a “KARGI GOGO” (a good girl) and started plating the herbs of volunteers. And do you know what? That wasn’t the only Georgian, who reacted to GYE’s gardening! People
passing by the EZO chatted with volunteers in order to know: why are they cleaning the garden? who does it
belong to? Were these volunteers from the organization next to the
garden? Every second person,
smiles when he/she sees that someone is gardening and some people
have even brought flowers and
plants to help the gardeners make
the EZO ready to bloom!
So even though we still find a
lot of litter next to the yard every day,
we don’t lose our motivation! Definitely our enthusiasm will grow, if you
decide to support SPRING GARDENING actively!
So if you want to help us
bring a fully blossoming Spring to
Rustavi, join us.
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Hiking and camping at Armazi
One nice and sunny day, it was March 16th, GYE Young
Leaders Team went hiking to the Armazi Canyon, where they spent
night over. Their time was very productive: learning how to make a
fire in nature, how to raise a tent, how to survive, but what was most
important was that they learned
to function as a team.
The plan was to stay
over night and it came true although the group was met by a
major storm the following morning. This obstacle on adds to the motivation of our brave GYE team to be able to hike again, use zip lines, and be
trained in further outdoor activities that can be used in the camps and international exchanges in the future.

GYE Member of the Month Award!
her opinion, makes learning “alive”. At the same
time Irma appreciates the
possibility to learn more
about European ways of
life; she is very keen about
learning new things in general.
Irma thinks that
learning languages opens
future opportunities, including, but not limited to
GYE’s projects in foreign
th
11 grade in the public
countries.
Irma
Kurtanidze
school Nr. 22 in Rustavi).
We want to thank
Irma found out about “Georgian Youth for
her for her motivation beEurope” (GYE) during the promotion of GYE at
cause
students'
and
her school. She is attending the German and
teacher's motivation is ofSpanish Language Clubs and thinks that GYE
ten interconnected. We
provides a unique opportunity to learn languages
wish her a lot of selftaught by people who are native speakers which
confidence and luck in
makes the learning much more attractive. This, in
achieving her goals.

The member of the
month – Irma Kurtanidze.
German club leader
Edita chose her because
she is very hard-working
and sincerely interested in
German language and cultur learning. We especially
appreciate her serious attitude even though she is
one of youngest participants (she is 17 years old
and is currently attending
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Stencils by Nini
Nini Amiranashvili is member we appreciate
and respect a lot! She is coming to Human
Rights Club, Spanish club, helping with Sapovnela and. Together with EVS Ania and Bea,
she is leading art Club where she is using her
talent and skills gained during the studies at
Tbilisi State Academy
of Arts.
See the stencils making
headed by Nini.

Procedure of making stencils
in a few steps:
 Draw a picture of the image you want to create a
stencil from or find a picture or photograph online
 Create the final image with clean lines and good contrast
 Print out the final image
 Tape the paper with the stencil image to the material
you want to spray (wall, path, whatever :))
 Cut out the areas of your image where you want the
paint to show using a utility knife.
 Attach the stencil to your painting surface with tape or
by spraying adhesive on the back of the stencil, and
then waiting 1 to 2 minutes before sticking it on the
painting surface.
 Spray paint and remove the stencil
 Enjoy cool result ;)
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Loesje Posters
Read more on organisation Loesje on page 5.
Posters from Loesje Creative Writing W orkshop in GYE you’ll find in next Bulldozer Volume.

ASSOCIATION “GEORGIAN YOUTH FOR EUROPE”
Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established on the 25th of December 2006. The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the
Kvemo Kartli Region of Eastern Georgia.
GYE promotes learning through peer-education training and workshops on art and
management; healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid
courses; democratic principles by offering work shops on human rights; environmentallyconscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard
clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environmental problems.

Georgian Youth for Europe
Rustavi 3700 Georgia
georgianyouth@gmail.com
www.gye.ge
Facebook

Bulldozer Editors-December

EVS Rustavi Blog

2013-September 2014:

Youtube

Christine Robinson and
Eva Čajková
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On the 12th to 21st of
April a group of 15 Georgians
went on a nice trip to the UK.
The reason for their travel was
a very interesting and useful
youth exchange organized in
Scotland, by “Stand International”, the top of which was
social enterprise. Social Enterprise is a particularly interesting topic for the participant
countries of Georgia, Ukraine
and Belarus, because it is not yet popular in those places.
The way from Georgia to Edinburgh was a bit long but very interesting
and full of adventures, on the way participants had time to visit London for a
sightseeing tour. An amazing Georgian
family who has lived in London for 9
years helped the group during their tour.
When Georgians arrived to Larbert, they
stayed at the old and beautiful Scottish
Scout hostel, which is exactly between
Edinburgh and Glasgow. The sun was
shining
and
everything
looked like a
dream
and
whole project
went exactly
l i k e a s
planned. During the project
pa r ti cipa nts
were working
on the main

topic, they had visits to charity shops to
see everything in the practice, they also
visited the municipality of the Stirlingshire and got information about their current and future projects.
During the project there were a lot
of unforgettable moments, national evenings, and new friends. The best memory was the Scottish Dance workshop.
We want to thank the project organizers,
Alan and Garry, and every participant of
the project.
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HEALTHY, WEALTHY, ECO FRIENDLY
From April 15th to April 23th the Youth in Action Project Healthy, Wealthy, Eco Friendly took place
in Rustavi's Scout house. This project was organized
by Georgian Youth for Europe as a hosting organization in cooperation with the sending organizations:
RPO "Belarusian Association of UNESCO Clubs"
(Belarus), Youth for City – City for Youth (Latvia),
and Eurocircle (France).
From the title, one can guess the project's aim:
to make youngsters aware of the recent hot topic of
environmental problems. There were four main topics
which were stressed during "indoor time": Climate
Change, Water Resources, Personal Hygiene and Environmental Sanitation.
Activities regarding climate change focused on
the basic facts concerning energy consumption with
objective of initiating individual responsible behavior.
There was also conversation about this time concerning
"Climate Refugees" in order to illustrate that many people (especially poor ones) are already suffering harshly
from the effects of climate change. In the Personal Hygiene section participants discussed hygiene and its
connection to the environment by learning how to make
homemade soap and detergents. Lastly, the Environmental Sanitation part focused on
wastes management and how to reduce it through recycling.
The methods of learning
were basically creative tools and interactive, playful activities. Leaders

used a lot of energizers and games before, during, and
after workshops. To turn the concept of healthy living
into a reality, one day was dedicated to hiking in Khazbegi. There were some weather-related and technical
difficulties which made the trip even more memorable
for the participants and is quite an effective team building tool.
Every participating country had one evening to
present their culture. The concept of these evenings
was related to the four elements of nature: earth, water,
air and fire. AND, since
April 22nd was Earth Day,
we naturally had to celebrate it together. For more
on that event, turn to page
3.
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EARTH DAY
One day of project Healthy,
Wealthy, Eco friendly was dedicated to
International Earth Day which has
been recognized every April 22nd
since 1970.
During this ecological international project, hosted by GYE, participants from different countries like France, Latvia, Belarus and Georgia celebrated
International Earth Day. Everything happened in the Rustavi Scout Center. One of our tasks during the exchange was
to plan different workshops about healthy and eco-friendly ways of life for Earth Day and to transfer skills that we gain
during our stay to local youth.
At the beginning we showed a short video about our activities, played some games and learned tongue twisters
from each country. We shared our cultures in one sentence, in a room decorated with our own recycled art, after the introduction all the participants moved from workshop to workshop where there entry tickets were stamped in order to
monitor who went where.
The first workshop was about environmental sanitation and focused on reducing,
reusing, and recycling. Participants had the possibility to try to make some product using
plastic bottles, tin canes, make some jewelry from cork and their creativity. During this
workshop they worked while watching a video about pollution.
The next topic was climate change; activities focused on realizing how huge impact that human beings have on the environment. One activity allowed us to visualize our
carbon footprints by counting our actual foot steps. That workshop also showed that human beings still have the potential to lessen their footprint by changing our daily behaviors. People also had the possibility to express their opinion about climate change on camera.
In another workshop, participants learned about the scarcity of water recourses
globally by watching a factual video and discussing it afterwards. After the discussion,
participants tried to find correct answers to a group quiz.
The last workshop had the largest attendance-everyone was able to make their own soap and shower gel! Everyone made their own product to take home based on the recipes that the Latvian team shared with everyone. The sweet
smell of the handmade products and smile on participant's faces was undeniable.
The project had quite a happy ending as all participants received certificates once they completed every workshop, signifying their acquisition of knowledge. Of course, we were happy to eat snacks, get to know one another, and
continue our private discussions about environment.
Thanks to all the people who helped and attended :)
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COMING TOGETHER IS THE BEGINNING.
STAYING TOGETHER IS PROGRESS. WORKING
TOGETHER IS SUCCESS.
A Bilateral Outdoor Youth
Exchange Project was held in Rustavi, at International Scout Centre
Rustavi" from the 14th to the 18th
of April 2014 and was funded by
the Danish National Agency of
Youth in Action Program. The project gathered 30 young participants
from Denmark and Georgia to become more familiar with the fact
that sport makes a significant contribution to our well-being, helps us develop personality, and expand the local economy.
Through this exchange we wanted to use sport and outdoor education as a tool for improving our youth’s quality of life by giving them the knowledge and tools that will help them increase
their motivation, self-development, and self-reliance, as sport has the power to mobilize the
masses the way that no other activities
does. By combining fun and physical
challenges we wanted to encourage
young people to participate in sports in
order to promote social interaction and
well-being.
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OPEN YOUR EYES RUSTAVI
Are you keen on Photography? Do you want to see your hometown in a different light? Or maybe you just would like to document your
neighbour’s new yard or balcony installation?
Why don’t you join our creative initiative?
“OPEN YOUR EYES Rustavi!” is a GYE photographical project
that aims at making the spontaneous and creative forms and installations
present in urban space of Rustavi more visible and interesting for the inhabitants of the city.
The idea is that not
only the architects and urban
planners are responsible for the
visual image of the city. We
want to highlight in the project
that Rustavi is also a place created by its inhabitants, so it is important to
show how they transform their living area and how they imprint they individuality on the city.
We often overlook the changes that inhabitants make to their surroundings, not only because they are not so spectacular as those done by
professionals, but also due to the fact that they often resemble the forms
from soviet times or reflect the “provincial” identity of Rustavi residents.
In order to make this phenomena of inhabitants’ innovative inventions in a
public space more visible we would like to ask Rustavians to use cameras
to document these forms of expression.
The process of choosing the adequate realizations will enable participants of the project to look at Rustavi from a totally different perspective – as the space is full of creative potential that is often used by
its inhabitants to make their living
surroundings friendlier and more
comfortable.
Selected photographs will
be presented on 10th of June during the exhibition in Rustavi
Museum. Exhibition starts at
16.00.
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JANA END AND BEGINNING
Starting on May 1st will be missing another
GYE EVS volunteer. Our lovely, wise, experienced and
brave Jana who is ready to help at anytime. She went
back to her homeland, Slovakia, where she will continue
to work at a local NGO. We wish her the best and want
to thank her for everything she did at GYE.
She was teaching English for teachers at the Disability Center in Rustavi and English for beginners at
the GYE office. But don't worry, these clubs are continuing with new leaders: Anna, Christine, and Edita.
Jana, good luck and greetings from Georgia. We
think of you often! You can read her "Goodbye post" on the EVS Rustavi blog.

NEW EVS AND FRENCH
COURSE
At this point in
the year, some nice
things are ending, but
others have just begun!
Starting on April 1st, GYE will host two long-term EVS volunteers from France: Marine and Licenia. There are staying in
Georgia for six months and will, therefore, leave in September
with the other EVS volunteers who began last October. Both,
Marine and Licenia, enrich the GYE team with their skill and
experience.
Twice a week, Tuesday and Thursday at 4:00 pm for one hour, the French volunteers lead French
lessons. Participants seem motivated and interested. When the club began there were 12 participants, but
now there are less-let's hope it's because it's exam time! So far, students have learned numbers, colors,
the days of the week, the months, the vocabulary of the body and of the family, how to present themselves, how to conjugate verbs and how to tell time.
Although it is the first time for Licenia and Marine to teach, it has been enjoyable for them as well
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GYE MEMBER OF THE
MONTH AWARD
This month's chosen participant is Giorgi Bardzimashvili. He is twenty and living in Rustavi. He is currently
studying second course at Tbilisi State University, pursuing
his goal of becoming an Ecologist. Giorgi is very active during conversation club; we continue to notice improvements
in his level of English. He seems fascinated with meeting
new people and gaining experience in all aspects of life. His
hobbies outside of this club include joining many student activities such as 'Blood Donor Day' and participating in activities that aim to protect the rights of ethnic minorities. He
also enjoys photographing nature.
We hope you will continue to be so keen on doing
what you like to do ;)

FRENCH COURSE

( CO N T I N UI N G )

as for their participants. So far, the French EVS volunteers
have realized three things: 1) it's difficult to teach French, 2)
it's difficult to learn French, and 3) Georgians have cute
French accents.
Each week some of the participants become stronger
in French, which has been rewarding for their teachers.
Although there are a few participants who don't seem to
study outside of class, the group is generally very good.
Marine and Licenia are doing their best to help their students
learn to communicate in French in a very short amount of
time. Au revoir et à bientôt…
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ASSOCIATION “GEORGIAN YOUTH FOR EUROPE”
Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established on the 25th
of December 2006. The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli Region of Eastern
Georgia.
GYE promotes learning through peer-education training and workshops on art and management;
healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles
by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environmental problems.
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CLUBS END BUT
WORKSHOPS BEGIN
As you probably noticed, our clubs which were running from November
2013 finished this May. But don't worry, you can, while enjoying the summer
activities, join some workshops and short term activities with GYE volunteers.
Hopefully you will find something at least little bit entertaining as well.
Here is the list of summer workshops. You are more then welcome!

Fitness club (every Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 19:00)
Travelers club (every Thursday at 20:00, check the promo video)
Film & Discussion Club (every Tuesday at 20:00)
Dancing workshop (every afternoon from 5th to 11th of July,
check the promo video)

Trip to Racha

6

Mako — Member of 7
Month

Cartoon workshop

(every afternoon from 21st to 24th July)

Summer time is great time for youth exchanges as well. Read here what is going on at GYE.
More about clubs find on GYE facebook page. For more info feel free to
contact us.
We hope to see you again during summer to continue our great time
which we have spent together from November. It was really pleasure to get to
know all of you personally and to closer to Georgian culture with your help.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH for every simple minute you gave to us and
KEEP IN TOUCH, dear friends…
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ESTONIAN SHORT TERM VOLUNTEERS
tions. Furthermore, hey visited several historical and ancient places - Davitgareji
Monastery
Complex,
Uplistsikhe
and
Mtskheta - old capital of Georgia.
It is always really difficult to say
good bye to the people with whom you
have made very nice memories but he
main goal of the project was reached: a
bridge between Estonian and
st

st

From May 1 by May 31 Association
Georgian Youth for Europe hosting five amazing short term volunteers (program EVS European Voluntary Service) from Estonia.
They were sent by organization Noorsooühing
R õ u g e
N o o r t e k l u b i .
During this month volunteers were trying to
make the life of Georgian youngsters much
more active, they organized several outdoor
activities in Rustavi city central areas, for example: International Games Day at Meria
Square. Read more on this event on the
p
a
g
e
3
.

Georgian
youngsters is
built and we
hope
this
bridge will bec o m e
stronger and
stronger
in
the near fut u r e .

For half of the project volunteers
spent at Lagodekhi region (Kakheti),
where our organization is developing ECO
Village in „Pona“. They were doing different kinds of activities focused on refinement of camping area for upcoming active
summer camps, mainly it was making
fence and preparing a compost bins.
Also, volunteers had the possibility
to get to know Georgian culture and tradi-
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GAMES DAY
For our GYE international team, it seemed to be
quite natural to organize some international activities.
That’s why on Wednesday, May 7th, we planned to carry
out international games evening at Meria square. Different activities were offered:
three-legged race, a juggling workshop and tug of
war. Others activities were
proposed during the brainstorming before event itself
but at the end these three activities seemed to be the best choice
for having fun!
Before going to Meria
square it was difficult to imagine
how to catch people attention and
how to attract them but finally
things happened naturally and
people joined our activities very
quickly. Kids, teenagers, mothers,
everyone took a part. It’s never enough of playing!!!

BRIDGES FOR UNDERSTANDING
This youth exchange gathered 24 youngsters in Rajnochovice,
Czech Republic, from the 4th untill the 12th of May. Groups came from
Czech Republic, Georgia and Romania. The main goal was to give the
opportunity to the youngsters from disadvantaged social background to
learn something about cultural differences by personal experience and
encourage to leave their prejudices about another cultures. Also They
were benefit from basic communication in foreign language.
Program included national evenings where participants tried national food, learnt dances and songs, played sport
games. Also they tried by themselves to make national
Czec h
“papuchas”,
handmade talismans and
m a s k
s
.
The group visited the
c ultu r al h er i t ag e
Hostyn and had trip in
beautiful city Olomouc
and, indeed, awesome
Prague.
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YOUTH WORK OUTSIDE
Study Visit in Armenia, Yerevan
(12th-19th May)
Youth
Organization
Federation
of Youth Clubs or Armenia (FYCA) implemented project, “youth work outside”,
within the frame of EU “Youth in Action”
program, which included 30 participants
from seven different countries: Armenia,
Georgia– five members represented GYEUkraine, Turkey, Italy, Latvia, Romania.
Participants had the opportunity to

During this project youth workers
and young people from rural areas exchanged life stories which made them reflect on their own reality, their own values
and ideas. This was a great source of personal development and of inspiration for
their personal lives. They had an opportunity to reflect on their own realities, network
with potential project partners and focus on
the importance of organizations.

visit youth organizations and governmental
structures working with youth from rural
areas to explore the best practices regarding rural youth work and reflect on those in
relation to the participant’s home realities.
The European youth organizations are using different methods to involve young
people into civil society. This process is
less effective in rural areas, but on the
other hand, youth organizations are using
different creative methods.
We also visited several historical
monuments in order to better introduce Armenian culture and values. One of the
places was the “Etchmiadzin” Cathedral,
which is the Mother Church of the Armenian Apostolic church and the central
building of the Mother see of Holy
“Etchmiadzin”. Also one very nice monastery calls “Khor Virap”, which is an Armenian Apostolic Church Monastery located
in the Ararat valley in Armenia, near the
border with Turkey.
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EUROPE DAY
The 9th of May in Georgia is not exactly the
same what the 9th of May in the most European
countries. While the EVS volunteers perceive it as
Europe Day which – in the year 1950 – gave the
very beginnings for the European Union, in Georgia it is the day marking the victory against German national socialism. To avoid a double celebration we organized the street event dedicated to
Europe Day on the 8th of May.
While in Georgia, one might be surprised by
the number of European flags all around, one might think that Georgia and Europe are already
closer than some EU countries within the EU itself. But having Europe around does not mean that
one also knows what do the twelve stars on the surrounding European flags stand for. And that's
what we did: With the help of a quiz we wanted to find out how much the young members of GYE as
well as passengers already knew about Europe
(or European Union) and provide some new interesting facts about it. After all: Who doesn't want
to find out more about the Euro-banana or cows
with stylish yellow earrings?
After the quiz the participants got a task to build a
puzzle presenting European Union countries and
learn their capitals. Simultaneously, youngsters
got handmade bracelets from our Estonian shortterm volunteers. And finally, there was time for
some traditional dances as well.
We had a lot of fun, we hope, the participants of the event too!
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TRIP TO RACHA
From May 30th till June 1st, part of
the GYE team spent an amazing time in
Racha at Shaori Lake. There they met almost 200 other people and it
wasn't a coincidence; it was the opening of tourism season organized by
the Touristic Center. This center also arranged ceremonies to open the
season at other sites, but only for one day.
For us, it was the first interaction with the Georgian National
Touristic Agency but made the best possible impression. As you can read on their facebook page "Tourism is
one of the most dynamic and rapidly developing fields in Georgia. The number of international visitors
increases every year. Tourism in Georgia is regarded as the priority for the economic development. The main
goals and objectives of the Georgian National Tourism Administration are to develop country's image and
promote as the tourism destination worldwide." Their goal is focusing on the growth of inbound and domestic
tourism. Racha trip was the proof that they are working efficiently.
After announcing this event on facebook, after only a few days, maybe just a few hours, two big buses
were completely filled (oh, what a feeling to have seat in such a bus after eight months of back-bending
marshutka riding :)) and those who weren’t fast enough came to camp site (former patriot's camp) on their own.
So in the late evening we arrived to this camp, the tents were already built, we just received the number of tent,
sleeping bags and mats and got ready for meeting many of new cool people.
As announced, a lot of fancy activities were prepared for another day, as a competition in Rafting and
Kayaking or zip-lining. More over there were some nice surprises. One of them was huge sound system with
DJs who hit the music taste if not of everybody, so at least most of us. Another unexpected issue was
performance of "cool-bike-guys" (sorry for making up alternative names, no idea how this bike style is called or
how they used to call themselves) and parkours, jumping spinning handspring-somersault-no-fear-guys.
Well, we met a lot interesting (or some of them more then just interesting, rather way-out J) people, we
had opportunity to
visit another
amazing
Georgian
corner so the only I
can say: it was
awesome chilling out
weekend!
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GYE MEMBER OF THE MONTH AWARD
Volunteer of May is leader or Russian
Club Mako

Ghughunishvili, 20

years old student from Rustavi. She is studying at Tbilisi State university and wants to become a teacher of Russian literature and
grammar what is quite natural decision because she grew up in Astrakhan, Russia. So
Russian language is almost her mother
tongue.
She learned about GYE one year ago
. From that time she has participated in several international Youth Exchanges, in Armenia and in Georgia as well. She initiated Russian Language Club and with big enthusiasm started sharing her knowledge and language abilities with the other members of
GYE.
Mako is one of the most active members of the organization and future EVS vol-

unteer in Netherlands. GYE is proud of
her and really appreciates her motivation and interests expressed at youth
work.

ASSOCIATION “GEORGIAN YOUTH FOR EUROPE”
Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established on the
25th of December 2006. The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli Region of Eastern Georgia.
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healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles
by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environmental problems.
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Around the clock people from
various corners of the Earth are

So, while a refugee is indeed the most
prominent type of forcibly displaced

forced to flee their homes due to “a
well-founded fear of

persons, it is not the only one.

persecution because of
the race, religion, nationality, membership
in a particular social

For two decades, though especially since the FiveDay-War in 2008, over
200,000 internally dis-

group, or political opinion” – that is how the
United Nations 1951
Refugee
Convention

placed persons (IDPs)
from Abkhazia and
South Ossetia have
been mentioned on

defines a refugee. The
incredibly high numbers of refugees and
asylum-seekers are at

the international level.
Not only are their national and international
organizations
that

the moment most visible in the case of Syrians who had to
leave their homes due to the civil war
that is has been taking place in their

contribute to their well

country since 2011 – around 2.5 million have fled to the neighboring
countries Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan
and Iraq while over 6 million are in-

being, but also the Georgian government itself supports these IDPs. The
main difference between refugees and
IDPs is that refugees have to flee from
their country while the others flee
within their country’s borders.
(Read more on the page 6)

ternally displaced within their country.

42

MIND YOUR HERITAGE 2
From 3rd till 10th of June group of 5 GYE members
participated in the youth exchange “Mind Your Heritage 2”.
This project took place in Chisinau, Moldova. The purpose
of this project was to share the cultural heritage of our
home towns.
During the project, representatives from Poland,
Latvia, Bulgaria, Armenia, Moldova and Georgia were
showing and teaching others very important aspects of their culture through dance workshops and
national evenings.
Participants organized flash mobs in front of the Circus and different central parts of the Capital of Moldova.
The participants were friendly and managed to present their cultures in a nice, impressive
and funny way-it’s easy to imagine that everyone at this project will remember their time together
fondly.

ONE SHOULD EAT TO
LIVE, NOT LIVE TO EAT
Within the frame of the “Youth in Action” program,
from 24th June by 3rd July, 30 people from 6 different countries: Georgia, Slovakia, Azerbaijan, Moldova, Ukraine, Poland participated in a healthy lifestyle project.
During the program participants had very interesting
workshops about diets and healthy lifestyle. They exchanged own experience and shared ideas about those topics. Participants also learned the importance of teamwork and good leader while playing “Holding-chairs” and
“Prison-Break” games.
Furthermore, everyone had a good trip to Baku, in order to better introduce Azerbaijan culture and values. It is an awesome city. After Baku, participants visited one place, called “Yanar Dug” (burning
mountain), it is a natural gas fire
which blazes continuously on the Abs
Heron Peninsula of the Caspian Sea..
During this trip, we found many similarities between cultures,
as well as many differences and this discover was a great source
of personal development and of inspiration for everyone involved.
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OPEN YOUR EYES RUSTAVI
Have you seen a huge eye with a purple picture of a big city as
the iris? Did you have the impression that it’s observing you each time,
when you enter the GYE office? It was, really! But don’t worry: soon
the eye will be closed, because this event has come to an end!
Over the past 2 months, we had received photographs of Rustavi inhabitants’ installations in the public space of the city. Finally on
10th of June at 3:30 p.m. we officially opened the photography exhibition “Open Your Eyes… Rustavi!”, which one could visit in Rustavi Historical

Museum

on

10th and 11th of June.
For those of you, who
missed it, we offered
another chance to view
it in the GYE office for
the following week.
We hope that after our project your eyes are
now open to the ingenuity of the Rustavi population!
PS: Thank you for your photograph submissions and your participation in the event!
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TRAVELERS CLUB
On 5th of June, during the first session
of Travelers Club, GYE started its journey
around the World. Our trip began in Georgia,
from which we hitchhiked together with Piotr
(Polish EVS volunteer in Armenia) – through
Kurdistan – the region that is situated in the territories of Turkey, Armenia, Iran, Iraq and Syria.
We have discovered south-east Turkey, north
Iran and Iraq and learned how to travel safely
without money.
From the Middle-East we moved to
Europe to the region of north-west France –
Normandy. Together with Gaëlle, who was our
guide we explored the city of Caen and discovered one of the most recognizable landmarks of
France: the island of Mont Saint-Michel. Later
we decided to stop by into a bakery to eat fresh
baguette with local camembert. After the meal
we visited the Caen Memorial museum that is
dedicated to peace and the history of the 20th
century, especially the Second World War.
Later to rest a little bit we went to the famous
seaside resort - Deauville.
The following
week, on 19th of
June we moved far-

ther
the

north

to

Nether-

lands. During
our journey we
saw thousands
of bikes, tulip
fields and canals with windmills. We also explored churches that nowadays function as private houses, bookstores or museums. To be
able to really “go Dutch” we tried Broodje Kaas
– bread with cheese - and tasted different types
of beer. During the trip to the Netherlands we
took part in the King’s Day Celebration and saw
the real Sinterklaas (Dutch Santa Claus). For
the whole year we were very nice, so he didn’t
take us in his sack to Spain as a punishment!
Instead, on 26th of June we took a bus
to Germany! Edita, who has been living there
for 3 years, presented and explained all the
stereotypes about this country, spoke about the
differences between regions and gave us the
explanations why the name of this land is so
different in various languages.
Where will we go next? Till 3rd of July
we’re staying in Europe to discover the Baltic
country- Lithuania-together with Edita. Later we
will move to South America to see northern
Brazil with Licenia (10th of July). From there we
will go to North Africa and a then a long trip
around the USA with Christine (17th and 24th
of July)….
If you want to visit all those places with
us, just book your flight to the office with Marshutka airlines on
Thursday at 8pm.
The trip (once you
get here) is free!
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GEORGIAN DANCE CLASS
If you ask any Georgian what is the best thing that a tourist
can experience while visiting their country, most of them answer:
you have to taste the food, see nature (they almost never mention
towns), and see Georgian dance performance. It means that
these are the aspects of Georgia of which they are most proud.
Well, there’s one reason to be proud of Georgian dance: it
is simply great! The male part is acrobatic and powerful, while
the female part can only be described as ethereal elegance. It is
no wonder that these dances are well-known all around the world.
It would be sin to miss the opportunity to learn Georgian dance after staying here for a full
year. As the dances are such a treasure, there are quite a lot of dance teachers who offer classes
for a ridiculously low price. Four of us attended Georgian dances class for the entire month of June.
Naturally, we had great respect for the phenomenon of Georgian dance, but as foreigners it’s
no surprise that it’s difficultly made us kind of afraid at the beginning. One doesn't want to diminish
such a great tradition or at least, very superficially, we simply didn’t want to look ridiculous while
dancing. But after a few minutes of the first class it became a very easy-going experience as we
had the best teacher ever! Maybe he wasn't very excited by our skills, but he was definitely an incredibly patient teacher who was not annoyed by us being little bit "too expressive" (physically and
verbally :)) from time to time.
It was a great time and we seemed to do alright. By the end of our lessons, it’s possible that
we could have found at least one Georgian girl who looked worse than us while dancing. I believe
this was the most efficient use of our time in Georgia. The only thing I regret is that we started so
late.
I warmly recommend to everybody, not just volunteers, to
occupy your time with Georgian dance class. Amazing.
Thank you very much, Makho!!!
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WO RL D REF UGE E DAY IN P REZE TI

( CO N T . O F P A G E 1 )

In the years following the 2008 war, GYE, in cooperation with organizations like the Swiss Ca-

ritas or Open Society Fund, was involved in non-formal educational projects for youngsters from IDP
settlements. These projects for youngsters included trainings and free time activities that ideally
were also meant to provide new useful skills, like pottery and sewing. Just like everybody, many of
the internally displaced would like to reach adequate standards of living and become employed.
In 2013, Laura, one of last year’s long term volunteers, started a project called, “Way to Solidarity” to
collect clothes and toys for people in IDP settlements. This year, Beata, a Slovak EVS volunteer,
has continued that project.
GYE's last donation visit to Tserovani was eight months ago. The time was ripe and the donations boxes were full for the next donation run. On the 20th of June, which is World Refugee
Day, some EVS volunteers and the Georgian team went to Prezeti, an IDP settlement 30 kilometers
away from Tbilisi, to meet young IDPs and to hand over prepared packages with donations. Volunteers also got a chance to better understand the reality of life in an IDP settlement.
We would like to use this occasion to once again express our thanks to everyone who participated in this project; let’s keep it going!
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by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environmental problems.

Georgian Youth for Europe
Rustavi 3700 Georgia
georgianyouth@gmail.com
www.gye.ge

Bulldozer Editors-December

Facebook

2013-September 2014:

EVS Rustavi Blog

Christine Robinson and

Youtube

Eva Čajková
48

ASSOCATION
“GEORGIAN
YOUTH FOR
EUROPE”
V O L U M E

7 ,

I S S U E

7

J U L Y / A U G U S T

2 0 1 4

EDITORIAL

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

Camping the
best...

2

Creating Experience

3

Youth on Board

4

Fighting Discrimination ...

5

Move More, Live
Longer

5

Short Term EVS

6

Long Term EVS

7

Fall and Winter
2014 Clubs and
Activities

8

This issue sums up not the only the previous one month, but two of them, July
and August, the months of summer vacation. During these months, there were only
two clubs going on in the GYE office, fitness club led by the British volunteer, Elliott,
and Travellers Club, led by the Polish volunteer, Anna. All the energy of GYE team was
focused on youth exchanges and trainings which took place at the Scout House in Rustavi or in Phona ECO village which is located in the Kakheti region.
To look back at what GYE accomplished this summer, it would be very easily to
identify Phona a GYE greatest success. There is really visible progress at the campsite,
the gap between what it's supposed to be and what the reality is, continues to grow
smaller and smaller. Now it's a proper camping site with all comfort that one should
have for such an occasion (keep in mind it’s a campsite not the Holiday Inn).
In August GYE, hosted twelve short-term volunteers from Slovakia and France.
Most of the time, they lived and worked in Phona. They focused their energy on attaining the campsite’s goal of being ecologically friendly. This issue shifted a lot as well and
Phona is slowly becoming ecologically sustainable. To learn more about what volunteers did specifically, turn to page 6.
While we had a lot of important gains, we also had one loss. In August, Edita,
our Lithuania volunteer left to continue her studies in Germany. In GYE she organized
a lot of cooperative events beside her main occupation, German club and Human
Rigts/Equality Club. GYE wishes her the best in both her personal and professional
life. Edita, keep your sense of fair play and your passion for all the things your are
working on. Thank you for your hard work!
This month, September 2014, marks the last month for all the other EVS volunteers who came in October 2013 and April 2014. GYE would also like to thank them for
coming and teaching us about their culture and learning about Georgian culture.
Finally, the last note for you before jumping into this issue of Bulldozer, pertains
to the editing team of Bulldozer. Eva, who is an EVS volunteer, is leaving as well, so
this is the last Bulldozer issue she is working on. But Christine, a Peace Corp Volunteer,
is staying another ten months, and Achiko, a GYE employee has agreed to be main editor, so don't worry, the Bulldozer will continue to be released.

49

CAMPING THE BEST, FORGET THE REST
P HO NA ( 1 2 - 22 JU LY 2 01 4 )
An international youth exchange “Camping
the Best, Forget the Rest” within the frame of
“Youth in Action” (YiA) was organized by Georgian
Youth for Europe and took place in Rustavi and in
Phona village, Georgia. The youth exchange involved 42 participants from seven participant countries: Azerbaijan (“Yaddash” Enlightener Youth Social Union) , Estonia (NGO Headeast), Georgia
(Georgian Youth for Europe), Germany (Christliches
Jugenddorfwerk Deutschlands e.V.), Latvia
(Vecpiebalga Youth Center “Balgas Strops”), Poland
(Stowarzyszenie DAKATO) and Ukraine (NGO
“Ukrainian Youth Center”).
The arrival day of the participants in Rustavi
was used for getting to know each other through numerous ice-breaking games that were followed by an
intercultural evening, rich in songs, dances and
country-specific cuisine from all seven participant
countries. The coming days where spent in the
camping place next to Phona in Kakheti region. The
main focus of the exchange was to raise awareness
of physical outdoor activities – sports, hiking and
orientation games – as well as to experience living
outdoors in environmentally-friendly, relaxed and
summery hot surrounding.
One of the days was dedicated to national
sports. First of all, the participants presented their
national sports, physical activities that are most
popular in their daily life, and the most famous
sportsmen and sportswomen. Later on, it was time
not only to listen but also to get involved actively in
the international world of sports. And so, the participants learned very entertaining games like
women-carrying from Estonia to check how fast

men can run with women on their shoulders; wall-towall from Ukraine to test which “wall” was stronger;
dodge ball that apparently is known in almost all
European countries and is known in Azerbaijan as
the “blind chicken”. The next day was spent by organizing and playing Olympic games of the camp and
the volleyball championship. To be clear, the Olympic games were quite different than people normally
understand the Olympics to be: after brainstorming,
the participants developed activities like races while
jumping in bags and various games with eggs.
The upcoming days were filled with nice surprises. For example, the refreshing Lagodekhi waterfall that was reached after a quite tiring hiking tour
through the amazing national park, a night orientation game nearby the camping site and, of course, the
hike to Sameba church in Kazbegi. The participants
also attended the activity that gave them the possibility to develop their navigation skills. Furthermore,
they learnt to measure the distance with simple
methods and had the task to draw a map of the camp
surroundings by themselves using the knowledge
from the previous activity. The last activity, and the
highlight of the camp, was organizing Community
day, where the participants used the toolbox with activities and games that was developed during the first
days of the camp.
All in all, the youth exchange was an opportunity to gain insight into different approaches to outdoor activities, to reflect on one's own attitude towards sports and living outdoors and to improve
some survival skills – and this while being permanently surrounded by songs in different languages
that gave the youth exchange the intercultural and
never-again to be repeated feel that we always look
for.
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CREATING EXPERIENCE
There was an international training course from 17th to 23th July in one of the most beautiful
landscapes of the Kakheti region, village Phona. For most of us the very well know place and this
time it was meeting point for young potential leaders and trainers from Slovakia, Czech republic, Armenia and of course Georgia. The whole program was organized by Slovak NGO Plusko but participating were groups from FYCA (The federation of Youth Clubs of Armenia), Prague by Night from
Czech Republic and GYE (Georgian Youth for Europe).
Was it all about games? No, behind every game we discovered more. There is nothing wrong
about playing around if you can also know how to show young people their potential and awaken desire to discover new things. Therefore „Plusko“ brought some methods of experiential education,
shared some theory about goal, breaking barriers in group, teamwork, how to reach beyond the limits, to develop knowledge, skills, attitude, dramaturgy of game, creativity, logical thinking and much
more.
We started every day with exercises, energetic music and a morning smile. Each day had a different schedule but we combined theory and games the whole time. We experienced a bit of culture
in one national evening with quizzes and food, and we combined fear and fun during the night
games, nature while camping, sharing though evaluation, and definitely lots of new friendships. We
absolutely gained experience and knowledge, which we collected in book, where small groups invented, presented , and played their own games on the last
day of training.
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YOUTH ON BOARD
YOUTH EXC HA N G E ON ROAD S AF ETY
AUG US T 10 TH — 19 TH , RUS TAV I
Text by Megi Ergemlidze, participant of the project
The Georgian team had a meeting before the project and
for that time it was already clear that most interesting week ever
was waiting for us. Georgians, Italians, Estonians, Belgians and Spaniards in one project, just
imaging it was wonderful…
On the first breakfast we were strangers to each other, but by the last we were close
friends. According to the program; we had Georgian national evening on our first day. We didn’t
have much time to prepare that evening but it was enough time for me to analyze: such evenings’
main goal is to introduce Georgia to foreigners, and it compels you to fall in love with your country more and more.
The following days the rest of the countries
had national evenings, so we had a chance to taste
Belgian chocolate and beer, Italian pasta, learn
Spanish and Estonian dances, and sing their songs.
Also, short videos introduced us to each country’s
nature, culture, and politics. To cut a long story
short, “Youth on board” displayed an amazing variety of culture.
Besides culture, the project was full of interesting activities, such as first aid, green energy and of course, safety on roads. Road safety was
our main topic. We discussed our countries’ situations, found out problems and shared our ideas
about how to solve them. After we had seen a few video clips, we began to record ours in order to
inform people. As it is said ,“Strength is in unity” , in the end, instead of one, we made several
videos. Thhe video clips were about all types of problems: drunk drivers, animals on the streets,
and riding without helmets. Watch our videos on GYE’s YouTube channel.
During this one week, we did so many things that I can’t write them all down. Now we
have more knowledge and friends. We had secret friends and a gossip box. We had excursions
and we created videos to raise awareness about serious topics.
Our foreign friends were impressed by the beauty of
Kazbegi and Tbilisi, by Georgian food and songs. The most
popular song was “Mtvare”, they were singing it all time. And
at last, on August 19, we had saddest farewell in
the world. We left Georgia and in the end we all
returned to our normal life. But after “Youth on
board” we are more educated, motivated and our
hearts are full of love.
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FIGHTING DISCRIMINATION WITH VIDEOS
AUG US T 20 TH — 30 TH
Discrimination is a problematic issue now,
as much as ever before. It’s about this topic that
young people decided to meet for ten days in the
International Scout Center
Rustavi (ISCR) for a Youth
Exchange: Fighting discrimination with videos. 34 people
from Croatia, France and
Georgia participated in workshops. They also
shared
their experiences in teams
to make videos. Because discrimination can be about diff erent t o p ic s,
teams
focused
on
working on 4 of them:
religion, physical aspects,

homophobia and employment discrimination.
Before starting to shoot and to edit, participants had the opportunity to receive some
technical lessons. Even
if it was sometimes difficult to involve everyone in the team work,
speaking in English
with one another was
definitely a good experience for participants. They were able
to exchange information about national culture, about all kinds of
discrimination and to create original videos
with the help of a cameraman and professional
material. If you are interested in the result,
check our playlist on You Tube .

MOVE MORE, LIVE LONGER
AUGUST 12 TH — 19 T H
This outdoor youth exchange, supported by French
National Agency, took place in Kakheti Region, Phona.
The topic was popular sports and Olympic Games, the ancient tool for gathering people. The Organizations involved in the project were Pistes Solidaires Méditerrané
(applicant) - Marseile, France, Associazione di Promozione Sociale Joint- Milano, Italy, League of Youth Voluntary Service-Minsk, Belarus and Association
Georgian Youth for Europe, 7 participants from per organization. This project was full of different
interesting activities, participants had chance to share their cultures and get to know local traditions
with tours to the wine cellar and an intercultural evening. The greatest portion of the games was an
official opening of the Olympic Games, simulation of old Greek traditional costumes, real horses and
bringing real fire to the new countries (mixed groups) with their flags, anthems and
n a m e s
c r e a t e d
b y
t h e
p a r t i c i p a n t s .
Participants were amazed also by the night game in the forest and small canyon. We
want to thank all participants for the nice mood and motivation, which
they’ve brought to the project :)
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AUGUST SHORT TERM EVS:
ECO STYLE — BE PREPARED!
In August 2014, Association Georgian Youth for
Europe hosted an amazing group of short term EVS volunteers with 12 participants from Slovakia and France.
The sending organizations were “Mladiinfo Slovensko” from Slovakia and “Tambor Battant” from
France. This project went very well and the participants
spent — hopefully —an unforgettable time in Georgia, as
from the very beginning they become close friends
among each other and with local mentors as well.
Project was divided into two parts, the volunteers spent the first half of the month in
Rustavi city organizing different outdoor activities for the local youth (for example Interna-
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LONG TERM EVS VOLUNTEERS FINISH PROJECT
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FALL AND WINTER 2014 CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES
The following clubs will be offered at
least twice a week. All clubs will begin October
13th and will end December 12th.










Spanish Club
Human Rights Club
Healthy Lifestyle Club
English for Beginners
English Conversation
Russian Club
IT Club
Movie Club
Art Club

These activities will be offered periodically also starting in October.








Hiking
City Games
Night Games
Parties
Eco Workshops
Art Workshops
Business English Course

AR E YOU A

GYE

MEMBER?

If you are interested in leading a
club or being a participant? If so, come and
register to be a GYE member.
Contact achiko@gye.ge for details.

Additionally we will organize a series of
Winter Camps from December through February.
Look out for information advertising
these activities. There will be limited spaces
and you must register to attend.
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CHECK OUT GYE ON YOUTUBE GYE
Although GYE has had a youtube
page for quite some time, recently, GYE volunteers and the youth exchange participants
have really updated the site. There are a
number of great videos that you should see,
not just because they’re creative, but also to

chronicle the work that GYE and its partners
have done together this year.
Go ahead check us out….
You know you want to!

ASSOCIATION “GEORGIAN YOUTH FOR EUROPE”
Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established
on the 25th of December 2006. The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli
Region of Eastern Georgia.
GYE promotes learning through peer-education training and workshops on art and management; healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns,
after-school programs on environmental problems.
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