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Newsletter no. 2 - December/January 201 2/201 3

Because it is associated with...
Hot NEWS
Creative IDEAS
Huge ENERGY
Change-maker POWER
Creating & bui l di ng SOMETHING NEW
FOLLOW our monthly activities in local and international levels

Dear friends and colleagues! Many thanks for your good support and cooperation in 201 2. Herewith we
would like to wish you Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! May every day of New Year glow with
good cheer and happiness, full of love, l i ght and laughter! We are looking forward to work with you in the
coming year and hope to keep our cooperation successful.
With best wishes,
GYE team

An Open Day took place in GYE office on 23rd of December where youngsters from Tbilisi and Rustavi
had a chance to get new information about GYE structural changes, new offers and future plans of the
organization. GYE employees and volunteers announced new offers and open calls for participation in
local and international projects planned by the organization. The structure of “Georgian Youth for
Europe” is going to change starting from January 201 3. GYE is suggesting youngsters to become
members of the organization and become permanently involved in the desired projects, activities and
different club activities. Thus they will also be able to take up initiatives and plan several activities on
their own.
GYE volunteers are running 5 different clubs at the moment: 1 . Engli sh l anguage for beginners;
2. English conversation club; 3. Fitness club; 4. Cooking club. 5. Art Workshop
Interested youngsters are welcome to attend any of the club meetings every week. A new club is going
to be added from January 201 3 where motivated youngsters will be able to study video shooting and
editing. The most active and motivated members of the organization will be involved in several
international projects and activities.
Currently GYE is hosting 8 long-term EVS volunteers. Many more youngsters all around Europe will be
able to make their short-term EVS projects here in Georgia through “Georgian Youth for Europe”.
GYE employees hope that participation based on regular membership will increase the number of
motivated youngsters and raise their interest in getting involved in youth NGO activities.

3

The Shoot into the Future Rustavi project is a new Georgian Youth for Europe (GYE) initiative that aims
to encourage young people to examine themselves, their communi ty, and the world at large through
short filmmaking and journalism. During the 2 months training course starting from January 201 3,
participants will learn how to make and edit a short film for youth.
The training will be conducted by an experienced industry professional that will be diving into issues
such as social justice, civic engagement, and media reform. GYE will work closely with the students on
a regular basis to gui de them towards success. This will be an excellent opportunity to practice positive
communication skills and develop mentoring relationships in the communi ty.

We organized a charity event called "Bazaar for children", which was focused on the children of new
disability center in Rustavi. The task was to collect as many thi ngs that are not needed at home as
possible so that we are able to sell and direct proceeds to the children's center. People from the
neighborhoodbrought clothes for kids, jewelry and also books. Zosia’s excellent baked cookies were
quickly sold. We also sold the products from our ArtWorkshops (for example bookmarks, greeting cards,
Chinese l amps etc.).
Although the proceeds were not very hi gh, we bought a lot of candy for the kids and on 6th December
we went to bring them joy. Things that di d not sell, we also gave to the children (mainly from art
workshop).
Although the event did not go according to our expectations, we would like to thank everyone who
helped.
For futurewe have devised a theater performance, or "how to teach volunteers the Georgian fairy tale."

During the weekend of 1 4th – 1 6th December an EVS group from Georgian Youth for Europe organized
a meeting for volunteers who are implementing their projects in Georgia. The main idea of this event
was to create a meeting point for European “EVSes”. Participants had a chance to exchange their
opinions on a scheduled topics as well as spontaneously raised ones. Participants talked over issues of
cultural differences and problems which they are facing in Georgia. They shared what they like in the
hosting country and what they have learnt during their stay here. As the meeting was attended by
youngsters from four organizations, volunteers got to know more about different NGOs working in
Georgia. Representatives of each NGO introduced their workplaces and their activities. I t was a great
basis for conversations about future collaborations. Thanks to a session about travelling, participants
had a chance to exchange their experience at this field. During meeting with mentors they expressed
their needs and expectations towards people hol di ng this responsi bi l i ty. As the EVS weekend was
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supervised by Zosia, a master chef of EVS
volunteers form GYE, the meeting couldn’ t have
happened without a cooking session.
All in all, EVS weekend finished in a friendly and
creative
atmosphere.
On
Sunday
afternoon,
participants, full of enthusiasm and having formed
new friendships, departed to their hosting cities.

My name is Ieva and come from quite a small town
in Latvia. I traveled around Georgia a few years
ago and it inspired me to come back for more
exploration because Georgia definitely stood out
among my other travel experiences – wild at times,
always surprising.
Of course, living in a country is much different than
constantly moving from one adventure to another. I t
immerses you in a strange rhythm where you have
to find balance between yourself and the foreign
customs.
Nothing is easier than truly appreciating the unbelievably amazing folk song and dance traditions,
festivities and other events that bring you into another realm. I t is harder to adjust to the pace of life
collectivity and find a way to prove useful in a society you don't really know. During my stay, I would like
to experience as much of Georgian creativity as I can and provide possibilities for its promotion.
I ´m Eva. Eva Holá. 25 years old girl from Czech
Republic and I will spend next 7 months in Rustavi.
I just finished my studies in Special Education and I
want to discover the world! That´s why I chose
EVS.
I t is my first contact with Georgia, so everything is
quite new for me. But after one month here I enjoy
eating khachapuri, I can go alone to Tbilisi with
marshrutka, I know that I shoul dn´t drink a lot of
alcohol, I like skiing in Bakuriani and I can say:
gamardžoba, madloba, nachvamdis.
I ´m looking forward to more experiences and
adventures that Georgia will bring me!
All organised activities are free of charge for all participants. They are lead by EVS volunteers who work
in "Georgian Youth for Europe". Feel invited if you want to spend time in an international group of people
and learn something in the meantime!
M O N D AY 1 9. 00 Yoga (scout house)
WE D N E S D AY 1 4. 00 and 1 7. 00 Art workshop (GYE office)
TH U RS D AY 1 4. 00 and 1 7. 00 Engli sh for beginners (GYE office) 1 7. 00 Fitness (scout house)
F RI D AY 1 7. 00 Cooking club (scout house)
S ATU RD AY 1 6. 00 English conversation club (scout house)
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Two months ago I arrived to I taly and I work here as an EVS volunteer for the organization
“Stranaidea”. I work with disabled people in one of the social centers of this organization, “Casa di
Zenzero”.
I live in the northern part of Turin with 5 other EVS volunteers. I t is very interesting to live with people of
different nationalities and cultures. I t gives me a good opportunity to learn about their culture and also a
possibility to introduce my own country.
In the evenings there are many events in Turin and I always try to go out with my friends. I have many
I talian friends and I try to talk with them in I talian. I t is an excellent opportunity to develop my l anguage
skills. Also I learn a lot about I talian culture, which is very rich and interesting. In I taly the English
language is not so popul ar. I f you ask something in the street, everybody responds in I talian and they
are talking very fast. : ) At the beginning it was very difficult, but now I can use my basic knowledge of
I talian language.
During weekends I usual l y travel. I have been to Genoa, a very nice city on the seaside and I have also
visited small villages around Turin. Once a friend of mine invited me to a small village in the mountains,
it was a very nice place with wonderful views, like in Georgia.
I talian cuisine is famous in the whole world. They have really good dishes but I miss Khinkali : )
Vakhtang Germanashvili - EVS Volunteer from Georgia in I taly

First week of N ovember, Tomáš and Floriane decided to explore the most sensitive region around
Georgia: Abkhazia! We felt very excited, because we had heard and read a lot about the complicated
issues of this region.
The only way how to enter Abkhazia from Georgia is over the I ngur bridge. We felt a bit like in a movie,
squeezed in a small wagon pulled by a horse sitting next to old ladies dressed all in black with pictures
of their dead sons and husbands on their chest.

6

Our first stop was in Gali, the most problematic region of Abkhazia. You can immedi ately feel that civil
war has taken place there just recently. Most of the houses are empty, people wearing black, social
problems... On the other hand, the life goes on even here. Bazaar is full and noi sy, people are chatting
over coffee, old bui l di ngs are getting slowly renovated.
From Gali we went straight to Sukhumi. The city looks very calm. Although it is already November, it's
still very warm and green. Few Russian tourists are resting on the beach, men are fishing, local café on
the main avenue is full. Only few bui l di ngs have been constructed since the civil war, but the city
remains very beautiful surrounded by typical Abkhazian tropical nature.
Just 20 km from Sukhumi lays Novy Afon, famous summer resort with its domi nant church and
monastery built by Russian monks. This place is a real paradise!
We continued more to the north to Gagra. As the weather change, we were happy to meet our new host,
who fulfilled our rainy day with thrilling stories from the times of civil war and after.
The mai n attraction of the whole trip came as the last: Ritsa Lake. We took a tour by mi ni bus and
managed to see this magnificent place in amazing autumn colours.
During those 6 days we met many nice and helpful people, which made our trip unforgettable and
changed our stereotypes about this complicated region.
After the trip we got offer from National Scientific Library of Georgia (NSLG) to share our impressions
about Abkhazia to the people who cannot go there because of current political situation. Thus with the
help of NSLG we organized nice event “Trip to Abkhazia” in Tbilisi. For further details, please see the TV
show: http://goo. gl/xIgtd

Address: Batumi str 22, 3700 Rustavi, Georgia
Tel . (+995341 ) 24 26 58
Email: georgianyouth@gmail. com
WEB: www. gye. ge
FB: http://goo. gl/AeHor
EVS blog: http://www. evsrustavi. blogspot. com/
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Newsletter no. 3 - February 201 3

INTERN ATI ONAL YOUTH EXCHANGE „REDISCOVERGING OUR WAYS“
Getting to know culture. International gl uttony.
International folk dances. Fairytales from different
countries for children and just for adults also.
Games that mi ght as well ruin the hotel. Laughi ng
when you feel that the hotel is falling down. Folk
dance flashmob created of traditional dances
performed in the mi ddl e of square. Examples of
traditional games with traditional costumes for a
local youth event in Scout house. The formation of
a mosaic of recyclable materials. Discovering local
landscapes of Georgia. And many others. 20
young people from four countries enjoyed the
traditional
international
youth
exchange
„Rediscovering Our Ways“.
Youth from Estonia, Latvia, Moldova and Georgia
spent wonderful 1 0 days from 1 7th – 27th
February, 201 3 in the Scout House in Rustavi.
Together they had the
chance
to
discover
similarities and differences in their backgrounds
and cultures and
experience
many
funny
situations. You can see the final mosaic in front of
office of GYE.
On YouTube you can watch the folk
dance
flashmob: http://goo. gl/jYbNV
And many pictures from this project can be found
on facebook webpage: http://goo. gl/j7s8b

GYE NEW INITI ATI VE - ECO VILLAGE
Development in Georgian socio-economic trends shows an increasing tendency of migration from
villages to the cities. Most of the migrants are young people who do not see the motivation for living in
villages. After getting a hi gher education, most of them do not go back to villages and as a result it gives
us overpopullated cities and abandoned villages. Therefore, implementing of rural development projects
is vitally important for GYE, which will return population (young people) to villages and make villages
commercially viable.
Our goal is to promote the development of civil society in Georgia, the introduction of educational
initiatives, promotion of healthy lifestyles, youth development and employment, to achieve the objectives
8
of the organization conducts training programs, seminars, workshops, and charity events.

Eco village initiative is supported by Scouts of
Luxembourg. First preparation work is already
done – advance planned meetings in Georgia
and Luxembourg. GYE now getting ready for
summer working camp what will be from 7 to 28th
of August (201 3) when GYE is going to host a
youth group of 50 members from Luxembourg. 1 0
days working camp is planned within the project
through Youth-i n-Acti on, where young people
from Luxembourg
together
with
Georgian
youngsters will have Cultural exchange in outdoor
environment in the tents. The camp will take
place in Lagodekhi (Southern Georgia) where Eco village is located and enclosed by the beautiful
mountains of Caucasus. Georgian and Luxembourgian youngsters will work together to build an ecovillage while carrying out the adventurous and educational program of the camp. The project also
incl ude small trips around Georgia and an unforgettable summer time for the project participants.
The project is under preparation process by the both sides of group leaders. After creating the main
program and discussing its details, Georgian and Luxembourgian youngsters will be officially invited to
participate in the project.

TIJS AND LAURA
"Tijs, do you want to come to a rugby match this
Saturday in Tbilisi? Georgia vs Portugal?". "Of
course", I said - knowing that I had no idea about
the rules of the game...
My name is Tijs Boorsma and I 'm from the
Netherlands, also known as Holland. A country
where we don't play rugby : -) (or at least only a
small minority of us does). And I 've now been in
Georgia for 1 week, as part of my EVS with
Georgian Youth for Europe (GYE). I 'll be staying
for five months in total, in Rustavi. So
last
Saturday I went to my first Rugby match. My
friend (and mentor) Achiko picked me up in
Rustavi and we went by marsjroetka (a kind of
mini bus) to Tbilisi. Before we entered the stadium, Achiko had to buy something that looked like black
peanuts. The match wasn't sold out so we bought a ticket in the stadium for 5 lari. In the stadium we met
with Salo, she is one of the permanent staff members in GYE.
The match started with the national anthem from boths teams. And as I expected, nobody was si ngi ng
with the Portuguese, I couldn't see any Portuguese suporters. Of course, almost the whole stadium sung
when they played the Geogian national anthem.
Even before the match started, I knew what the black peanuts where... Everybody (!?!?) is eating them
and they are called “Semichka”. And they weren't peanuts but sunflower seeds. They open them with
their teeth and spit the shell on the floor and eat the bit inside. I t needs some practice before you realize
how to open them....
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Luckily a friend of Salo knew the rules so she
could explain them to me. After five minutes
Georgia was already l eadi ng 7-0. Finall y Georgia
won 25-1 2. Do I like rugby now?? Mmmmmm, it
is interesting – a lot of big muscley men running
after a ball that looks like an egg who can shoot
at the goal (two long posts) out of nothing. No, I
don't think rugby is my sport. I prefer football. But
the most important thing is that we had a lot of
fun.

More about me:
My name is Tijs Boorsma. I 'm 30 years old (20-07-1 982) and I live in The Hague. I was born in Arnhem,
my parents are still living there. I have one sister who lives in Amsterdam.
I studied automotive engineering and was working as a fire engi ne desi gner. In my free time I like to go
by bike and go around with my friends. I 'm also a big football supporter. I support Vitesse Arnhem. Some
of you mi ght know this club, Guram Kashia and Valeri Qazaishvili are playing for it?
I f you want to know more about me, the Netherlands or Vitesse, just send me a mail and I 'll reply as
soon as possible tijsboorsma@gmail. com
Tijs

My name is Laura, I 'm 30 years old and I ’m
from the sunny Portugal.
I was in Georgia one year and a half ago
during a study-visit when I got to know
Rustavi and GYE. I ’m a romantic and
believe in love at first sight. For 5 years I
was looking to do my EVS but because I
had so much expectations on it and you
only can do it once in your life, I was
looking for a really good opportunity and I
couldn’ t do it for less than one year. One
opportunity where I can feel like I ’m at
home, in a motivated environment and
where I can make friends for life.
We, Portuguese people, are very close to
our families so it is important when we go
abroad to find warm people that respect
you and accept you as you are, like your
family does and it is important for us to give
the same respect and warm smile to
everyone around us. I found this warmth in
Georgians and I know that here it is going
to be like at home. I ’m already a big fan of
Khachapuri but Georgian alphabet
still
looks like Carnaval streamers. I ’m looking
forward to take to Portugal all the sweet
memories and make the Georgians feel
"Saudade" about me for a long time.
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EVS FROM GYE TO THE NETHERLANDS
I knew I was lucky but after being chosen as EVS volunteer in the Netherlands my self-confidence of
being lucky grew. So I would like to tell you about my EVS project in a country where you can see more
bikes than people. The city where I live is well known in the world as the international city of peace and
justice or, as the former Secretary – General of United Nations Boutros Boutros Ghali remarked: “I t’s the
legal capital of the world”. – Yes, I do my EVS in the Hague and my project is already half way over.
Why did I decide to do EVS instead of systematically proceeding with my course of studies? In my
country which is quite far away from Holl and, a vast majority of young people directly go to the
University for their Studies after high-school graduation. I think that studying is one of the most
significant experiences you can get in your life while it is at least as crucial to have some practical and
social experience during your studies. So I
thought I had already acquired some knowledge
and it was time to gain some practical skills
regarding my future work and I applied for EVS.
What does European Voluntary Service (EVS)
mean for me?
European Voluntary Service (EVS)
is
the
programme of Youth in Action which offers young
people the uni que opportunity of working abroad,
making new friends, getting acquainted with a
different culture. I t is also beneficial for improving
your communicative and social skills, becoming
more independent, looking at the world and your
life in a different way.
I remember the first impression when I stepped
into Holl and: i. e., the impression of multiculturalism and pluralism which made this country very
attractive for me. The place where I live with four EVS volunteers (Spanish, German and I talian) and
other people from different countries definitely promotes the notion of a big multicultural family. I found it
really interesting to live abroad due to the fact that the diversity of our individual cultures is reunited in
this project. Thus my knowledge about foreign cultures is gradually improving. Apart from that, we all
share the same pleasures: our culture, history, habits, studying Dutch, partying, travelling. We have
the opportunity to experience miscellaneous culinary backgrounds. (Dutch, Spanish, I talian, German,
Georgian, I ndonesi an, I ndi an, Slovenian. )
In order to integrate into the Dutch society, it is indispensable to have a bicycle, the most popular and
useful equi pment in the Netherlands. Thanks to Dutch culture regarding the bikes, I fell in love with
cycling.
What kind of project is it?
I work with other people in a non-governmental youth organization of Don Bosco Youthnet Nederland.
We organise activities for Dutch youngsters, teenagers, etc.; we are responsible for preparing and
taking part in multicultural festivals, organizing summer schools where we welcome people from
different countries, and we all have to develop our personal project.
Of course, when you live abroad, it is inevitable to avoid difficulties due to a completely new
environment. Personally in the beginning for me the directness of Dutch people made me feel
uncomfortable and it still does, i. e., there are indeed unknown cultural habits you will never thoroughly
understand.
I am more than satisfied with my project and staying in the kingdom of the Netherlands. What can I say
about the country. Hol land is a one of the most developed countries in the world. Dutch people made
the country stunning, artificially generated beauty is typical of Holl and. What about people: I find them
hospitable and diligent.
My EVS project is the best because it is orchestrated by the best people from all over the Europe. The
recently won Youth in Action award confirms that.
I strongly advise to young Georgians to join EVS. Have fun, increase your personal capabilities and
create and international network of friends – this is what EVS represents.
Now it’s up to You to join!
11

IRANIAN COOKING DAY (08. 02. 201 3)
Lets read what EVS volunteer - Zoshia has to tell us about cooking club:
“After my trip to I ran, I was so mesmerized by the I ranian culture, people and, of course, the food, that I
decided that for my next cooking club I will prepare some dishes from this country. From I ran I brought a
big cook book and some spices, so I knew what I wanted to prepare. I ranian food is rich in flavors.
When you try it for the first time, on one hand, you can taste the sweetness of the dish but, on the other,
its sourness. I ranian people use a lot of different kinds of spices, and for sure, they know how to cook.
For me it’s one of my favorite cui sines.
Here are dishes which I /we prepared for the I ranian cooking club:
1 . Mirza Ghasemi - Persian Eggplant Casserole
2. Chicken kookoo with vegetables - A kookoo — also spelled kookoo-ye, kuku, or kou-kou — is a
Persian-style egg dish that is similar to I talian frittata or open-faced omelet.
3. Estamboli polow - Persian Tomato Rice
4. Mi l k cake

FREE EVS ACTIVITIES
TUESDAY

All organised activities are free of
charge for all participants. They are
lead by EVS volunteers who work in
"Georgian Youth for Europe".
Feel invited if you want to spend time in
an international group of people and
learn something in the meantime!

1 5. 00 English conversation club (Office)
1 7. 00 Fitness club (Scout house)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------WEDNESDAY
1 4. 00 Art workshop (Office)
1 7. 00 Art workshop (Office)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------THURSDAY
1 4. 00 Engli sh for beginners (Office)
1 6. 00 Engl ish for beginners (Office)
1 7. 00 Fitness (Scout house)
1 9. 00 Polish lesson (Office)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------FRI DAY
1 7. 00 Cooking club
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------SATURDAY
1 6. 00 English conversation club (Office)

Address: Batumi str 22, 3700 Rustavi, Georgia
Tel . (+995341 ) 24 26 58
Email: georgianyouth@gmail. com
WEB: www. gye. ge
FB: http://goo. gl/AeHor
EVS blog: http://www. evsrustavi. blogspot.
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Newsletter no. 4 - March 201 3

23rd MARCH - BI KE-DAY
Sun, a lot of enthusiastic participants
and 26 bicycles! Perfect ingredients for
the introduction day to our bike project,
“Rustavi on Bikes”.
We were pleased to welcome more than
30 participants at the scout centre, who
registered themselves for the project.
Everyone was given the chance to have
a go on one of the bikes.
We asked everyone which
of
the
activities they were most interested in
taking part in, during April, May and
June:
•
How to ride a bike
•
Group bike rides around Rustavi
•
City game by bike
•
Safety advice for ri ding a bicycle
•
Bike mai ntenance for beginners
•
Camping trip by bike

I t turned out that the group bike rides around Rustavi and the
camping trip were the most popular – but at the same time
quite a few people could do with si gni ng up for, 'how to ride a
bike' : ). Later in the day there were also presentations about
GYE, scouting and Rustavi Youth Centre.
“Rustavi on Bikes” will run from the 6th April until the end of
June, with activities every Wednesday from 1 6. 00 and every
Saturday from 1 4. 00 at the scout centre. From May onwards
we will start organising camping trips.
The “City Game” on the 6th April will be our first event. What is a “City Game”? A “City Game” is a fun
competition. You will be asked to find places in Rustavi, by bike in small groups, and take a photo of
them. I t is all about teamwork and your local knowledge of Rustavi. The team that finds all the places
and completes all the tasks wins the game.
At the end GYE is thankful to Rustavi Scout Centre and Rustavi Youth Centre for supporting the
implementation of this project.
See you on Saturday April 6 at 1 4: 00!
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EVS VOLUNTEERS IN CHILDREN DAY CENTER SAPOVNELA IN RUSTAVI
March has started quite busy time for volunteers in GYE. Previous activities with the new participants,
but also new ideas about what to do in the future. So, there they were - GYE volunteer stuff Ucha
Dzidziguri together with EVS volunteers: Eva and Alicja ( EVS from Czech and Poland) with a huge help
of Miranda ( EVS Mentor) in Sapovnela – Children Day Center in Rustavi. After a short but fruitful
meeting with centre’s stuff, they already knew what they want to do. Two times a week they will visit
children to get them familiar with Engli sh a little more. Beside this, each Friday Eva, with other
volunteers support, will organize activities for them – outdoor, i ndoor, sport, creative tasks. a list is
long. Of course it cannot happen without Zofia’s contribution. The master cook in EVS team from
Poland. She will be responsible for providing children with some snacks during this time.
Below some photos from two already organized Friday afternoons. And how was it? Look at the photos
and the answer will be easy! This time help from Ucha, who is one of the organizers of these activities,
was absolutely invaluable. Outdoor games, movie “Puss in boots” and some deli cious food. Hope next
activities will be at least as successful as the one photographed below.

PORTUGUESE EVENING IN GYE
On 23th March, Saturday Night, GYE office became a Street of Alfama, Lisbon, Portugal full with color
and Fado music. I t was a Portuguese night prepared by a Portuguese EVS in GYE and her friend who
came for a week inGeorgia. Movies from Portugal and Fado created the environment to feel oneself in
this warm and sunny country.
A part from this those who joined this ni ght had chance to learn more about the Portuguese life style
and to taste a traditional drinks and food: deli ci ous and the very famous Porto Wine called “Ferreirinha”,
Reserve Red wine from Alentejo produced in 2008 and called “Reserva do Comendador”, “Amendoas”
with chocolate- traditional for Easter, homemade jam with almonds and a special Olive Oil. There was
also “Linguiças”- a kind of salami, made from pork meet and cooked in flames and of course Red and
white sangria, already very popular drinks in GYE. Georgian khachapuri and achma were presented on
the table and this Portuguese and Georgian mix was essential for the success of the night. Laura, the
Portuguese EVS volunteer says that this event once again made her more than sure that Portugal and
Georgia Look like each other very much in terms of traditions, food, way of life etc.

FEASIBILITY VISIT IN SLOVAKI A
Two members of GYE: Ucha Varamashvi l i and Giorgi Kekelidze were sent to Slovakia in March 201 3
for the feasibility visit project ”Exchange of Volunteer Promotion and Recognition Practices“ under the
Youth in Action Programme. Participants coming from Moldavia, Slovakia, Georgia and Slovenia were
hosted by organization CARDO. Project gave participants chance to work on new project ideas and
initiatives for the future cooperation. Visit lasted 3 days and ended with doing draft version of the project
where Moldavian, Georgian, Slovakian and Slovenian youngsters will be ableto participate. 14

MULTI LATERAL YOUTH EXCHANGE IN MARIAZELL/AUSTRIA
Thirty young Europeans from Azerbaijan, Spain, Georgia, Lithuania, Serbia and Austria took part in
"Opportunities in the countryside for young entrepreneurs” - a youth project hosted by the organization
“Gain and Sustain” in Mariazell, Austria. The project took place from 8th to 1 6th March, 201 3, with the
support of the Youth in Action programme, Land Steiermark and Touri sm association of Mariazell.
The major topics of the Youth Exchange were: youth unemployment, creative entrepreneurship, green
economy, healthy lifestyle, European values and the EU 2020 strategy. Accordi ngl y, within the
framework of the project, young Europeans researched the problems in their countries which they later
tried to discuss and solve through developing common international projects. Project had quite good
outcomes because it led to the begi nni ng of other projects.
Throughout the project, participants took part in different workshops and activities such as sharing their
experiences, discussing problems, developing strategy paper, the city tour and meeting with local
mayor, visiting eco-business and green economy enterprises. The organizers did not forget about skiing
and snowboarding as they are the main part of the winter tourism in Mariazell.
Participants from Georgia were sent by association “Georgian Youth for Europe” and they hi ghl i ghted
the importance of this project and mentioned that many of them had never participated in international
youth exchanges before. For the participants it was a great opportunity to encourage innovation and
creativity, intellectual and artistic freedom, research and cultural exchange. During the outdoor
activities, participants tried to bring the concept of “Europe” to the local Mariazell communi ty, raising
and promoting positive awareness of other cultures, youth leisure and creativity.

FREE WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
TUESDAY

All organised activities are free of
charge for all participants. They are
lead by EVS volunteers who work in
"Georgian Youth for Europe".
Feel invited if you want to spend time in
an international group of people and
learn something in the meantime!

1 7. 00 English coversation club
(Batumi str)
1 9. 00 Fitness (Scout house)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------THURSDAY
1 4. 00 Engl ish for beginners (Batumi str)
1 6. 00 Engl ish for beginners (Batumi str)
1 9. 00 Polish lessons (Batumi str)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------FRI DAY
1 5. 00 English conversation club
(Batumi str)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------SATURDAY
1 2. 00 English coversation club
(Batumi str)

Address: Batumi str 22, 3700 Rustavi, Georgia
Tel . (+995341 ) 24 26 58
Email: georgianyouth@gmail. com
WEB: www. gye. ge
FB: http://goo. gl/AeHor
EVS blog: http://www. evsrustavi. blogspot.
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EVS Film Festival: "CITIZEN, YES YOU KANE"
Monday 22 April seemed like any other normal day. Another calm day in our Rustavi. But in one moment
everything changed with the arrival of French vol unteer, cameraman Clément, who came up with the
idea to shoot a video for The European Voluntary Service Film Festival, organized by the French
National Agency.
As 201 3 is the ‘European Year of Citizens’, young people are being given the chance to share their
vision of citizenship and exchange viewpoints on civic engagement.
So, what exactly does citizenship mean for you? Using a little play on words, volunteers from GYE
created a script for a short film called, CitizenSHEEP (Baaaa!). All we needed was to find a sheep
costume, cast the main protagonists, film the action and create a final video . and we would have our
very own Georgian entry for the competition!!!
After a long day and ni ght of sharing a link of the video amongst almost all GYE members and
volunteers, we got a gorgeous 81 3 votes!!!! Finishing just 1 4 votes ahead of the video which was the
favorite until the very last moment! All these votes helped us to win the prize of the Internet Aware
Award - camera - and our movie will be screened in the European meeting “Video and Youth project :
the Big Picture” in Montreuil (Paris), France.
Many thanks to all who shared, voted ... or just silently prayed!!!!!!
Here is the link for the video with English subtitles! http://goo.gl/QKy0l
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Civil Integration Youth Camp
On April 26, 201 3 the youth camp on civic
integration was opened in Rustavi supported by
PH International. The aim of the camp was
strengthen intercultural relationships between
Georgian youngsters and representatives of
ethnical minorities of Georgia.
The camp was organized by non-governmental
organization “Georgian Youth for Europe” in the
frame of civic education and teachers training
program. During the camp participants were
trained in intercultural learning and project
management issues. The facilitators of the
training were Teah Lobzhanidze and Tsi ra
Tavshavadze.
Participants of the Youth camp planned joint
projects on important topics for communi ty, which
will be implemented with the support of organizers
after the end of the camp. The participants of the
youth camp were from 1 2 Georgian and
Azerbaijani schools of Kvemo Kartli regions’ 7
municipalities. In total 24 school students and 1 2
teachers. The projects were planned for each
muni ci pal i ty.
Alongside to trainings participants worked on 7
different project ideas. These projects will be
implemented jointly by Georgian and Azerbaijani students. The following projects were prepared:
Rustavi – “Active citizenship and Democratic values”, Dmanisi – “Let’s discover Dmanisi together”,
Tetrtskaro – “Training Course for civic development and engagement”, Bolnisi – “Active steps to
integration”, Tsal ka – “Merry starts”, Gardabani – “Live without bad habits”, Marneuli – “Let’s be equal”.

GYE Youth Café & Training Center
GYE made first step for opening the youth cafe & training center next to the office in Rustavi. Peace
corp volunteer of GYE Gus Davidson, who is directing project won small grant from Water Charity to
build bathrooms and a wash area at the Youth Café & Learning Center. This is a small amount of money
but enough to make some small steps in this big project.
The Georgian government has indicated a strong interest in ensuring that today’s young people have
education and employment experience needed to become highl y skilled workers and successful
participants in civic life.
The proposed project, “GYE Youth Café and Training Center”, will play a key role in supporting young
people, who are outside of mainstream education, to negotiate alternative routes of entry and fill that
gap between school and work. The project’s is expected to be start from October 201 3 with the opening
of Youth Café’s doors to the communi ty.
Work experience is a vital component of preparing youth for transition to adulthood. Potential benefits
for youth who participate in our non-formal trainings will: 1 ) gain career readiness skills including basic
skills that employers look for in entry level workers; 2) increase one’s knowledge of specific
occupational skills and workplace settings; 3) establish a work history and connections with employers
that can aid in future job searches; and 4) develop an understanding of different occupations in order to
make informed career choices.
This café project will sustain and increase the ability to provide constructive activities for the city of
Rustavi. The increase of funds will lead to an increase of activities conducted within the Youth Café and
Training Center.
Please see more here: http://goo.gl/EZpWL
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Sapovnela Centre in Rustavi
In the middle of March GYE started to work with children from Sapovnela. Sapovnela is day centre for
risk group and street children in the new part of Rustavi. This centre has been established for several
years in Rustavi and provides dail y assistance to around 30 children. Its major goal is to ensure the
social rehabilitation and integration of the children.
Every Monday and Thursday Ala, Zosia and Eva (GYE EVS volunteers) go to the centre to give English
lessons. Most of the children are still beginners but slowly they are starting to learn the English
language. The children already know how to introduce themselves, they also know the English
alphabet, colours, parts of the body . and much more other useful words.
Every Friday a group of around ten children comes to the GYE office to take part in some different
activities. Sometimes we play games in the park outside our office, sometimes they watch a movie, or
we help them practice their artistic skills. After that we have all di nner. It is fun to spend time together .
new friends, new experiences and intercultural learning at the same time.

Visit to Tserovani
GYE Volunteers have started a new project - the GYE office is now a 24/7 bridge
between what is old for some but can be new for others.
We are collecting items (clothes for all ages, toys and baby items) that people
don’ t use anymore to give to three institutions who can make good use of them: A
mother and Baby center in New Rustavi, a Children's Day Centre, Sapovnela and
the Tserovani IDP camp.
On 24 April we visited the Tserovani kindergarten to ask if they want to be our
partners in this project and we took clothes left by previous volunteers. The
happiness that these clothes brought to the people there encouraged us to
continue this activity and, having seen the dail y lives of the people there, we are
now thinking about other activities we can arrange for Tserovani .
Let this idea grow on us and for sure we will be able to do something good all
together. Meanwhile we appeal to all Georgians to help us with this project:
please take a good look at your wardrobes and for sure you will find some items
that you don’ t use anymore but that will be greatly appreciated by these
institutions.
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GYE Outdoor Activities for Local Youth
From the beginning of April GYE started new creative outdoor activities for local young people of
Rustavi. Outdoor activities aims at promoting Healthy lifestyle,
raising awareness about different
cultures and traditions, promoting Youth in Action programme and different possibilities under it. like
EVS, youth Exchanges etc. Below you can find short press releases of these activities with the videos:
International Health Day – 7th April
Think Heal thy, Eat Heal thy, Act Healthy..Be Healthy! Was the slogan of 1 April outdoor activity
organized by Polish EVS volunteers in Rustavi city center. As 7 April was announced by WHO [World
Health Organization ] as International Health Day, EVS volunteers from “Georgian Youth for Europe”
decided to promote the idea of healthy living among children and young people in Rustavi.
A variety of activities were organized, like the well-known board game Ludo; with four teams, 11 tasks
and 11 questions all relating to a healthy lifestyle. And the result was very satisfying for both volunteers
and participants.
It was a good opportunity for young Georgians to learn more about how to be healthy in mind and body.
They became familiar with topics such as the Healthy Eating Pyramid, foods that are rich in vitamins
and microelements and the positive aspects of physical activity. They also had chance to show off their
athletics skills through tasks prepared by the volunteers. The youngest group of participants were
involved in drawing challenges for part of the day – making pictures about health and healthy lifestyle.
All in all, the Health Day was a success; full of fun and rich in knowledge about the concept of healthy
living and we hope that the acquired knowledge will be used on-going in their everyday lives. For more
information please watch the video: http://goo.gl/DdI2e
Countries Games
On Sunday, 1 4th April, in Old Rustavi Main Square, GYE Volunteers brought traditional games from
their various countries to local youngsters – and a lot of fun was had. The afternoon was very active and
entertaining. During the event, local youngsters were given ‘passports’
to travel to each country and take part in the national games. At the end of each game, all participants
had their passport stamped by the EVS volunteers from that country and the idea was to collect stamps
from all countries.
From Portugal we had “Jogo da Malha” where players had to throw discs to knock down iron pins five
meters away. From Estonia we had “Tagumi ne paar välja” an active game where players had to be fast
to be on pair. From Czech Republic “KuliČky” was the game where players had to be precise and
careful to put colourful balls in the hole. From Poland, a very energetic game called “Krowa” (which
means cow) and the idea was that cow runs after all the players and tries to catch them. From
Netherlands “Spijkerpoepen” and “zaklopen”, 2 games that was very competitive and at the same time
good method for team bui l di ng among participants.
Age didn’ t matter, everyone got involved and it was very funny. Definitely a day to repeat. To see this
day in action, please see the video: http://goo.gl/7dQDF
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