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My name is Tornike Togonidze and I had a
wonderful one year EVS in the beautiful
country of Slovakia, so I would like to share
some feelings, emotions and experiences
that I had during this time.
I became a member of the Non Governmental Organisation "Georgian Youth For Europe" in 2013. I was involved in several exchange programs in Georgia just before going for Evs. It was my firs time going
abroad, so my sending organisation made a
pre departure meeting and explained everything. Later, they helped me get a visa.
My hosting organisation was friendly and
everybody treated me like a new member of
the family they gave me Slovak language
lessons and they have never been late. Also,
for delivering pocket money on the .first one
month at new home was little bit difficult I
had to get used to a new culture, new people, new traditions, and a new language, but
after the first month I felt at home.
What about work and free time We had to
work from 30 to 35 hours per week, so if you
worked 7 hours during 5 days and if you also
worked in shifts during the weekend next
week you would have 3 free days to visit the
surrounding sights not only in the capital
city but also in neighbouring countries.

One of my favourite parts of EVS was On
arrival and Midterm trainings when you
with other EVS volunteers from all around
Sovakia meet and get to know each other.
We had a little bit of a delay because of the
new Erasmus plus project, but it was worth
the wait. During this time I met new people
from all around the world and got to known
lots of different cultures and traditions
gained new friends. We were like family, we
had parties almost all the time and what is
the best thing during mid term is that after
training you can visit them in their cities

and villages. They also come and visit you
too, so you never lose contact or friendship
Something negative about my EVS was that
you always miss your family, friends, and
relatives. I was wanted to see them just for
one minute, hug them and get back to EVS.
Also, winter in Slovakia is so long that even
in mid April it is possible to snow. We had 12 degrees once, so it is a little bit boring
because you can not go out from the house,
but you figure out how to spend your time.
With table games, you can survive!
To make a long story short, now I am in
Georgia and I really miss Slovakia. If you
compare how many possibilities you have
when you are EVS, you will realize how
great the opportunity is. I want to thank
everyone for helping me to become EVS and
helping me to find myself and let me enjoy
the best one year in my life. I advise all
youngsters to try EVS once in your life .
After finishing it, you will feel that one year,
simply is not enough.
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ESTONIAN SHORT TERM EVS
It all started in an ordinary way. I was not in my home country and neither in Georgia when two
Georgians ran to me with sparkling eyes and asked if I’d like to go to Georgia. I was in the middle
of a training course and thoughts of my upcoming travel to Portugal, when I was confronted with
this YES or NO question, which actually changed a lot of my future plans. Then it was about 2-3
week later when I was in a plane, flying towards Tbilisi. With just a little knowledge about EVS
and my goal in Georgia, I was already completely committed.
I had plenty of opportunities to meet people and give something to the local community. With
my short time, I didn’t create my own goal or project there, but I managed to help and give company to all the other volunteers. I was helping with giving creative and sporty lessons to kids,
having English discussion with school kids. I think one of my goals while volunteering there, was
also to bring some refreshment and motivation for other people there who are working for a good
result. Therefore some new people are always good.
Before my EVS, I already had met and understood the work of some other organisations from
different countries. But while volunteering with GYE, I understood the quality and effort they are
putting into their actions and I think the organisation itself could be a role model for some others. For me the communication between me as a volunteer and the organisation was perfect. Any
kind of issue or problem was solved within minutes and the support from everybody was perceptible.

Before I even noticed, my time there was passed. When you are surrounded by good people and
there are many interesting things to do, one month just flies by.
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TRAINING COURSE
“FUTURE – LET’S JUST DO IT!”
From March 23rd to 31st, 2015 several GYE members
had a perfect time for Georgian participants Tamara
Tartarashvili, Fazair Musaev, Nino Shonia and Temo Gumberidze to represent GYE Georgia by taking
part in a one-week training course “Future – let’s
just do it” organized by International Free Speech
Organization - Loesje in Berlin, Germany.
An international Youth Exchange held within the
framework of Erasmus+, hosted around forty participants from nine different countries: Macedonia,
Slovenia, Austria, Turkey, Georgia, Morocco, Egypt,
Palestine and Ukraine.
Training was a wonderful opportunity to learn
about the cultures and politics of participant countries, to talk about current challenges and discuss
the possible solutions for existing problems.
It provided the interactive sessions about new pos-

sibilities for active youth such as new business ideas or
NGO establishment and workshops on generating posters using skills of positive criticism and creative writing.
On different days, participants had a pleasure to arrange cultural evenings and represent their own countries and cultures. It was a big privilege to taste some
of the traditional food and beverages as well as to observe the national costumes of different countries.
Apart from the scheduled timetable, everybody could
enjoy free hours in the evening to get to know each other better, make friends and explore some of the city,
not mentioning the one full-day city tour when we all
enjoyed sightseeing in smaller groups.
The Georgian team had an unforgettable time - sharing
their culture while learning of others, making friends
and broadening international bonds as well as enjoying
travelling and the beautiful capital.
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TRAINING COURSE
“ EUROPEAN TAVERNA”
From 27th of February until the 7th of March,
GYE was represented at international training
course “ European Taverna”. This project was
organized by Association “H2O” which is based
at Arroquelas, Portugal and very actively works
with the locals.
At this time TC took place in Rio De Major, a
town where the local municipality organizes
every year a small fair called “Tasquinhas”
where the all local organizations representing
their work, it’s possible to taste traditional Portuguese food, “JinJa” or just enjoy the nice atmosphere and songs of local music groups and
school musicians called “Tuna girls” and “Tuna
Boys”.
TC “European Taverna” was financed under the
Erasmus Plus program and was part of the
“Tasquinhas”. The following countries were
representedItaly, Cyprus, Israel, Malta,
Ukraine, Spain, Lithuania, Hungary, Slovakia,
Georgia. Participants shared their culture and
traditions with the locals, prepared traditional
food, and taught them dances and songs .
The atmosphere within the TC team and Taverna every day went from good to great. Taverna was day by day growing in popularity and
everyone was interested to meet people from
new countries.
During the afternoon the Taverna participants
had a chance to visit several places in the region
and learn local culture with study visits as well.
As always happens after an active training
course where participants live for 10 days as a
family, it was very difficult to say goodbye to
each other and to come back home.
Lots of thanks to the organizers and local people who treated us with such kindness and hospitality.
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TRAINING COURSE
“CITY GREENERS INTO ACTION”

From the 20th to 30th of April , 2015 members of NGO
‘Georgian youth for Europe’ took part in an Erasmus+ project which was held in Greece, Kalamata and was organised by local NGO Prosehos Social Cooperative Enterprise.
Citygreeners project was between groups from France,
Italy, Greece, Serbia, and Georgia.
The project was focused on permaculture ethics and it is
inspired by the guerrilla gardening phenomenon, mixing
them up with the idea to give participants the tools to
requalify public space by introducing biodiversity, reducing waste and saving energy. We had the opportunity to
learn how to observe, analyze, research and design a sustainable project idea in order to requalify public spaces.
Using the theory of learning by doing, the participants will
be practically involved in the design and realization of the
requalification of a public place in Kalamata (Greece) by
using the knowledge we got in the 10 days project.
Besides sessions about sustainability we had outdoor activities where we used our theoretical knowledge in practice.
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GYE LEADER OF THE MONTH
Avtandil Germanashvili or just Avto became a member of GYE in September 2014th. He attended informal education clubs very actively. Through these clubs he has the opportunity to learn many interesting and useful things,
find new friends, and spend his free time doing something that matters.
As he often says, GYE has introduced him to many new possibilities. In the beginning, he was a member of the
Spanish and IT club that was held by EVS volunteers and as the more active he became at GYE the more he became addicted to GYE.
In February, GYE organized a training course for youngsters, Avto participated and learned many important skills.
After that training course, Avto was transformed from just a member to a GYE young leader. He has taken part in
promoting GYE by making presentations in Rustavi schools. He also represented GYE during a volunteerism fair
that was held at the Courtyard Marriott.
When a new semester of clubs started again, he became a member of Spanish, Human rights, philosophy clubs.
He also established a math club, something that had never been offered at GYE before. He shares his experience
and knowledge with others and also learns many new things from them. He helps EVS volunteers, teaches them
Russian and Mathematics and also tries befriends the EVS volunteers outside of work. One time he invited the
volunteers to a Rugby match between Georgia and Russia.
In the future he is planning to take on even more responsibility at GYE and hopes to participate in an international
youth exchange to be able to learn gain new skills and share them to Georgian youngsters.
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MEMBER?

If you are interested in leading a club or being a
participant? If so, come and register to be a GYE
member.
Contact achiko@gye.ge for details.
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CHECK OUT GYE ON
YOUTUBE
Although GYE has had a YouTube page for
quite some time, recently, GYE
volunteers and the youth exchange participants have really updated the site. There are
a number of great videos that you should
see, not just because they’re creative, but also to chronicle the work that GYE and its
partners have done together this year.
Go ahead check us out!
You know you want to!

ASSOCIATION “GEORGIAN YOUTH FOR EUROPE”
Georgian Youth For Europe is an non-governmental organization that was established on the
25th of December 2006. The organization is based in Rustavi City, in the Kvemo Kartli Region of Eastern Georgia.
GYE promotes learning through peer-education training and workshops on art and management;
healthy lifestyles by organizing outdoor activities, hobby clubs, first aid courses; democratic principles
by offering work shops on human rights; environmentally-conscious behavior by raising public awareness about environmental issues through yard clean-up campaigns, after-school programs on environmental problems.

Georgian Youth for Europe
Rustavi 3700 Georgia
georgianyouth@gmail.com
www.gye.ge
Facebook
EVS Rustavi Blog
Youtube
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